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"I wasn't."."To reach out the Hand to Enlad and Ea. I've never gone there. We know nothing about their.In the rage of his agony the Enemy raised

up a great wave and sent it speeding to overwhelm the.To Otter this conversation was, again, like walking forward in a vast darkness with a small

lamp.."I know nothing," Irian said. She stepped forward again, facing the mage directly. Tell me who I.Her apparition stood again just outside the

spiderweb cords of the spell, gazing at him, and seeing him, for a soft, bluish, sourceless light filled the room. Her sore, raw lips quivered but she

did not speak.."Who says that?".think that he had come as near to Morred's Isle as he would ever come, Medra stayed a while longer."Do you sew

things?".body understand his body, repeating that first, deep embrace that had held all the years of their.He had lost something and had to find it.

He did not know what he had lost, but it was in the.something Dulse could teach him: what went deeper than mastery. What he had learned here, on

Gont,."If you ask me to, I'll talk," the young man said, so earnest, so willing to deny his whole nature at Dulse's request that the wizard had to

laugh..Crow ranted, but at the mere thought that the Book of Names might still exist he was ready to set off for the Ninety Isles as soon as Tern

liked..The deeds and lays that tell of raids by dragons and counterforays by wizards portray the dragons as pitiless as any wild animal, terrifying,

unpredictable, yet intelligent, sometimes wiser than the wizards. Though they speak the True Speech, they are endlessly devious. Some of them

clearly enjoy battles of wits with wizards, "splitting arguments with a forked tongue." Like human beings, all but the greatest of them conceal their

true names. In the lay Hasa's Voyage, the dragons appear as formidable but feeling beings, whose anger at the invading human fleet is justified by

their love of their own desolate domain. They address the hero:.He let that sink in for a while, and then continued softly, "And to work the spell of

semblance on.aboard her. My hands wouldn't do it. So I did what I could. I made her go her own way. Not his.Kurremkarmerruk shook his head.

"No. But...."."Oh, yes," Irioth said. "It was my fault." But she forgave; and the grey cat was pressed up.She said nothing, laying out what was in the

basket, dividing it for the two of them..She hesitated, seeming for a moment to yield, to come to him, and then cried out, "I am not only."No such

people," she repeated. "All that is done by robots.".can take him. He had seen our lord and the young king there, in that country across the wall

of.He looked from one sister to the other: the one so mild and so immovable, the other, under her sternness, quick and tender as the first flame of a

catching fire..began to eat..singers may sing with the harp, the viol, drums, and other instruments. The songs generally have."I'll stay here if I may,"

he said in that princely way, with his teeth chattering, holding on to the doorjamb to keep on his feet..cavern stretched away. He could see that its

rooms and passages went much farther than he had.her thin hand, the green nails dug into my heavy sweater. I had to smile at the thought of

where.I still suspected, irrationally, of affectation, and I had the secret hope that I would come across.ears, the white -- in the shadow, silvery --

dress. This was not possible. A dream? I was still a few.She thought he was clever and quite handsome, but she didn't think much about him, except

for what."Everything. When I left -- don't take this in bad part -- a girl like you would not have.spoke, though he was a big man, white-haired,

aw-boned, and crag-faced. Unlike the others, he.the winter, see, we'll know your cures all took, that they're sound, like. Not that I doubt it,.wood,

but founded deep on magic and made strong with spells..He sat down on his narrow bunk and looked at her sitting on her narrow bunk; they could

not face each other directly, as there was no room for their knees. At O Port she had bought herself a decent shirt and breeches, at his suggestion, so

as to look a more probable candidate for the School. Her face was windburned and scrubbed clean. Her hair was braided and the braid clubbed, like

Ivory's. She had got her hands clean, too, and they lay flat on her thighs, long strong hands, like a man's.."Now you," Diamond said to Rose, and

she started to do what he had done, but the rock only twitched a little. "Oh," she whispered, "there's your dad."."I'm not angry. You didn't answer,

but perhaps you don't want to?"."And when he doesn't have any?".a lioness, who shouldered him aside. There was a rumbling in his throat, a purr,

not a roar. The.He did not ask if Otter was picking up any sign of the ore; he did not ask whether he was seeking."Send him on out to the dairy,"

said one of Alder's cowboys. "Gift's taking whatever comes." There was some sniggering and shushing..He ran down from the straggle of huts to

the quick, noisy stream he had heard singing through his sleep all his nights in Woodedge. He prayed to it. "Take me and save me," he asked it. He

made the spell the old Changer had taught him long ago, and said the word of transformation. Then no man knelt by the loud-running water, but an

otter slipped into it and was gone..inside. .

.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (101 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32

AM]."I couldn't. They'd know. I couldn't even get in. There's the Doorkeeper, you said. I don't know."He does that," the cowboy said to Gift.

"Talks at em." He was amused, disdainful. He was one of Berry's drinking mates at the tavern, a decent enough young fellow, for a cowboy..Irian

had waited some hours in the Doorkeeper's chamber, a low, light, bare room with a small-paned window looking out on the kitchen-gardens of the

Great House - handsome, well-kept gardens, long rows and beds of vegetables, greens, and herbs, with berry canes and fruit trees beyond. She saw

a burly, dark-skinned man and two boys come out and weed one of the vegetable plots. It eased her mind to watch their careful work. She wished

she could help them at it. The waiting and the strangeness were very difficult. Once the Doorkeeper came in, bringing her a plate with cold meat

and bread and scallions, and she ate because he told her to eat, but chewing and swallowing were hard work. The gardeners went away and there

was nothing to watch out the window but the cabbages growing and the sparrows hopping, and now and then a hawk far up in the sky, and the wind

moving softly in the tops of tall trees, on beyond the gardens..is to say, indirectly, but considerably..within it. Then Otter could call to Anieb. At

once she came into his mind and being, and was there."Hmn," Hound went, a short, grunting laugh. "You find what you look for, don't you? Like
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me." He.He went on showing his wares and joking with the women and children. Nobody bought anything. They gazed at the trinkets as if they

were treasures. He let them gaze and finger all they would; indeed he let one of the children filch a little mirror of polished brass, seeing it vanish

under the ragged shirt and saying nothing. At last he said he must go on, and the children drifted away as he folded up his pack..side, on the sand, a

female dancer. She appeared to be naked, but the whiteness of her body was."Your father told me. A witch's daughter, a childhood playmate. He

believed that you had taught her spells.".she flew up the steps and ran clean through the singer -- then hurried on; the one who was."I spoke your

true name. It's not what I thought it would be. And I don't feel easy about it. As.mostly older students; there were five or six wizard's staffs among

the crowd, and the Master.peaches flowered, he had made a slender, sturdy deep-sea boat, built according to the style of."Where?".hull and the

edge of the platform yawned a meter-wide crevice. Caught off balance,

unprepared.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (79 of 111) [2/5/2004

12:33:31 AM].gleaned from his sailors' reports and the marvelous ancient charts kept in the palace. He studied."She will when the time comes. But

she has no part to play in your decision, Diamond. Women know nothing of these matters and have nothing to do with them..to him that neither

was his wife seeing the witch anymore. For years they'd been thick as thieves,.summon them, in spirit or in flesh, to come to us. Only the dead may

we summon. Only the shadows..stockings on his battered feet and limped into the kitchen. Emer stood at the big sink,

straining.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (25 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM].times she had come into his dreams, standing silent as she stood when he first saw her in the.circumstances. Most of the True Runes are found

only in ancient texts and lore-books, and used.see the fire shine in that! Or do I have to get me a carpet now? A fleecefell, on a golden

warp?"."Avert!" Irian blurted out, making the sign to prevent word from becoming deed. None of the men smiled, and the Herbal belatedly made

the same gesture..Seven or eight years after Tehanu was published, I was asked to write a story set in Earthsea. A.gagged his mouth to keep him

from making spells. They locked him in a cellar room, a room of.There are some who say that the school had its beginnings far differently. They

say that Roke used to be ruled by a woman called the Dark Woman, who was in league with the Old Powers of the earth. They say she lived in a

cave under Roke Knoll, never coming into the daylight, but weaving vast spells over land and sea that compelled men to her evil will, until the first

Archmage came to Roke, unsealed and entered the cave, defeated the Dark Woman, and took her place..them of your decision to go to the School

on Roke, if that is what you decide; or to the Great.hundreds of boats carried people fleeing from Paln and Semel to the Inner Islands; but the

dragons.There was an uncomfortable silence, as the Doorkeeper did not speak. At last a slight, bright-eyed."Sitting with old Ferny. She died this

afternoon, Mother will be there all night. But how did you get here?".He was in fact a town boy, born in Gont Port. He had said nothing about

himself, but Dulse had asked around a bit. The father, a longshoreman, had died in the big earthquake, when Silence would have been seven or

eight; the mother was a cook at a waterfront inn. At twelve the boy had got into some kind of trouble, probably messing about with magic, and his

mother had managed to prentice him to Elassen, a respectable sorcerer in Valmouth. There the boy had picked up his true name, and some skill in

carpentry and farmwork, if not much else; and Elassen had had the generosity, after three years, to pay his passage to Roke. That was all Dulse

knew about him.."Ard. My teacher." Heleth looked up, his face unreadable, its expression possibly sly. "You didn't know that? No, I suppose I

never mentioned it. But it doesn't make much difference, after all. Since we none of us have any sex, us wizards, do we? What matters is whose

house we live in. It seems we may have left out a good deal worth knowing. This kind of thing-There! There again-".paces from me; he had a thin,

matted mane; he stretched, once, twice; with a slow undulation of.mage, a pale man from the North named Gelluk, who was much feared in

Havnor.."I dislike goat cheese," Dulse said..without a spell or two. A village hut with a palace floor. Well, it'll be a sight, come winter, to."My son,

there is no reason," she said, suddenly passionate, "there is no reason why you should.And these may be true temptations to the wizard! It's a

wonderful thing to fly on the wings of a.They were both shy. When Medra took her hand his hand shook, and Ember, whose name was Elehal,

turned away scowling. Then she touched his hand very lightly. When he stroked the sleek black flow of her hair she seemed only to endure his

touch, and he stopped. When he tried to embrace her she was stiff, rejecting him. Then she turned and, fierce, hasty, awkward, seized him in her

arms. It wasn't the first night, nor the first nights, they passed together that gave either of them much pleasure or ease. But they learned from each

other, and came through shame and fear into passion. Then their long days in the silence of the woods and their long, starlit nights were joy to

them..always to do better than the others, always to be first... The art becomes a contest, a game. The.whatever he was, had gone..spell-protected.

Rose had explained to her how wizards' spells worked 'so that it never enters.pleasure or ease. But they learned from each other, and came through

shame and fear into passion..Ivory clapped his hand to his right leg. A dog's tooth had ripped his breeches at the calf, and a.better, perhaps, had

people ceased to do it. . . without artificial means.".For Golden looked on the Art Magic with genuine humility as something quite beyond him --

not a mere toy, such as music or tale-telling, but a practical business, which his business could never quite equal. And he was, though he wouldn't

have put it that way, afraid of wizards. A bit contemptuous of sorcerers, with their sleights and illusions and gibble-gabble, but afraid of

wizards..He brought her into his mind and saw her as he had seen her, there, in that room, and called out.holiest place was a cavern and standing

stones in the desert of Atuan, called the Tombs. It was a.He looked up. The hillside above the stream was that same hill where he had come that day

with Tinaral, Anieb's presence within him. It was only a few steps round it to the scar, the seam, still clear enough under the green grasses of

summer..flair, then he'd be sent home with what remained of his fee. Hemlock was an honest,
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upright,.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (12 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM].It is said that Segoy first wrote the True Runes in fire on the wind, so that they are coeval with the Language of the Making. But this may not

be so, since the dragons do not use them, and if they recognise them, do not admit

it..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (13 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30

AM].walked down to find an inn near the docks. Dragonfly looked about at the sights of the city in a.say. But you should know that leaving Roke

may be even harder than coming to it. Prison within.appreciatively. "Very clever," he said.."Yes," Irioth said. "I understand. You are a kind

woman." She was talking about him, about his not knowing what he was doing. She was forgiving him. "A kind sister," he said. The words were so

new to him, words he had never said or thought before, that he thought he had spoken them in the True Speech, which he must not speak. But she

only shrugged, with a frowning smile..their blood ran mingled, making the sand red..thread it is." Crow watched his companion with amusement

and some disdain; he himself could.kind of egg-shaped cocoon. A few other people disappeared into such cubicles. Swollen.tasting. Deeper. All the

way in. Not the veins, but the bones. So," and standing there alone in.Day by day, as they talked in the old stableyard of Iria, where they had fallen

into the habit of meeting, she asked him and he told her more, though reluctantly, always partially; he shielded his Masters, she thought, trying to

defend the bright image of Roke, until one day he gave in to her insistence and spoke freely at last.."I am.".Money was a problem. The girl thought,

of course, that he as a great wizard would snap his fingers.Two days later, when they had reopened the old shaft and begun digging towards the ore,

the wizard.Priest fought with him, defeated or deceived him, and for a time imprisoned him. The Ring that was.ramp or walkway; I observed that

one could pass through the green lines of those lights quite.walk with you, like this... And I wish you wouldn't go north."."The great lode?" Gelluk

looked straight at him, their faces not a hand's breadth apart. The light.Diamond cried, and was carried off in a swirl of young men and women, all

laughing and chattering..beautifully styled, semitransparent, with .long, delicate arms. Without asking a thing, it passed.He saw the lines of the

spells that held him, heavy cords of darkness, a tangled maze of lines all about him. There was a way out of the knot, if he turned around so, and

then so, and parted the lines with his hands, so; and he was free..of his soles, but the mud slimed and fouled any messages the dirt had for him. He

set the eggs.darkness of the trees a stream ran out, green-banked, with many brown trodden places where cattle.kennings or euphemisms for the

word dragon are Firstborn, Eldest, Elder Children. (The words for.Early raised his hand to lay the binding spell on him. His hand was stayed, held

immobile half lifted at his side..Rose watched her. She knew she did not know who Man was or what she might be. A big, strong, awkward,

ignorant, innocent, angry woman, yes. But ever since she was a child Rose had seen something more in her, something beyond what she was. And

when Irian looked away from the world like that, she seemed to enter that place or time or being beyond herself, utterly beyond Rose's knowledge.

Then Rose feared her, and feared for her.
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