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NS FUNEBRES DE BOSSUET EVEQUE DE MEAUX DAPRES LE PROCEDE DE FIRMIN
There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a merchant of the merchants of Damascus, by name Aboulhusn, who had money and
riches and slaves and slave-girls and lands and houses and baths; but he was not blessed with a child and indeed his years waxed great; wherefore
he addressed himself to supplicate God the Most High in private and in public and in his inclining and his prostration and at the season of the call
to prayer, beseeching Him to vouchsafe him, before his admittance [to His mercy], a son who should inherit his wealth and possessions; and God
answered his prayer. So his wife conceived and the days of her pregnancy were accomplished and her months and her nights and the pangs of her
travail came upon her and she gave birth to a male child, as he were a piece of the moon. He had not his match for beauty and he put to shame the
sun and the resplendent moon; for he had a shining face and black eyes of Babylonian witchery (2) and aquiline nose and ruby lips; brief, he was
perfect of attributes, the loveliest of the folk of his time, without doubt or gainsaying..?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..All who
were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over
wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding
delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that
was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand
dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and
endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.The folk marvelled
at this story and as for the prefect and El Melik ez Zahir, they said, 'Wrought ever any the like of this device?' And they marvelled with the utterest
of wonderment Then arose a third officer and said, 'Hear what betided me, for it is yet stranger and more extraordinary..Officer's Story, The
Eleventh, ii. 175..? ? ? ? ? Yea, to the earth that languished for lack of rain, the clouds Were bounteous; so it flourished and plenteous harvests
bore;.It chanced one day that they sallied forth to stop the way and fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people of the caravan were on their
guard; so they joined battle with the robbers and overcame them and slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode cast down in that place till the
morrow, when he opened his eyes and finding his comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose to walk in the way. Presently, there met him a man, a
treasure-seeker, and said to him, 'Whither goest thou, O youth?' So he told him what had betided him and the other said, 'Be of good heart, for that
[the season of] thy fair fortune is come and God bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one who am in quest of a hidden treasure, wherein is vast
wealth. So come with me, that thou mayst help me, and I will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide thyself thy life long.' Then he carried
the youth to his dwelling and dressed his wound, and he abode with him some days, till he was rested; when he took him and two beasts and all that
he needed, and they fared on till they came to a precipitous mountain..All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened
her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke
out again into song and chanted the following verses:.Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth
evermore..12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand
up to prayer..? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..One of the
good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and
gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so
much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed
his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his
cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a
quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny
entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode
perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon
everything in the shop..?STORY OF THE THREE MEN AND OUR LORD JESUS..? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit,
Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..God [judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away With her he flees me and I follow aye..Semmak (Ibn es)
and Er Reshid, i. 195..If I must die, then welcome death to heal, iii. 23.."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted
Jerir, who entered, saying:.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story xiv.? ? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every
man requited is for that which he doth say..When the king had made an end of his story, he bade the bystanders spit in the Magian's face and curse
him; and they did this. Then he bade cut out his tongue and on the morrow he bade cut off his ears and nose and pluck out his eyes. On the third
day he bade cut off his hands and on the fourth his feet; and they ceased not to lop him limb from limb, and each member they cast into the fire,
after its cutting-off, before his face, till his soul departed, after he had endured torments of all kinds and fashions. The king bade crucify his trunk
on the city-wall three days' space; after which he let burn it and reduce its ashes to powder and scatter them abroad in the air..Therewithal Queen Es
Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode,
improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what
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shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's
heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But
the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced,
none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and the following day and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till they were
weak with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan feebly.."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth.
He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will
return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of
the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the
merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the
king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and
come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold
dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his
hoard, but found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting
with him and questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him
sitting; whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are
threescore dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to
himself, muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find
it empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he
may see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take the whole.'.Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them
many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their
brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were
vouchsafed children by them..Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the
taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's
shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was
easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three]
sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and
stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in
him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of this..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dccccxviii.54. The
Poor Man and his Generous Friend cccli.?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..? ? ? ?
? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.? ? ? ? ? Woe's me for one who burns for love and longing pain! Alas for the regrets my heart that rend and tear!.Ye
know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..23. Hatim et Tal; his Generosity after Death cclxx.Azadbekht and his
Son, History of King, i. 61.By Allah, come ye forth to me, for lo, I'm come to you I May he who's wronged the victory get and God defend the
right! (70).Bekhtzeman, Story of King, i. 115..17. The Merchant of Oman cccliv.Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the
Sixteen Officers of Police, ii. 117..111 El Melik es Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police dccccxxx.After this,
she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver
and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them,
kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon
her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables
of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and they washed their hands and
wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of
crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I
will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How didst thou make
thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk [by way of alms], and
indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain would I return to my own
country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with me to my country, so I may
show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.WP="BR1">.So the youth returned to his
house, and indeed the world was grown black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the
bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and
he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline
(226) him by means of this and invoked God's mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else
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and became once more in good case. Moreover, his friends returned to him and he entertained them some days..? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her
sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.When it was the time of the evening meal, the king
repaired to the sitting-chamber and summoning the vizier, sought of him the story he had promised him; and the vizier said, "They avouch, O king,
that.When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my lord Alaeddin! God prosper
thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his brows and frowned in answer to
her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I done to injure thee, that thou shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she,
"Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on the door of thy shop irketh me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt
change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy predicament." And he answered, "This that thou seekest is easy. On my
head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get thee to such an one the scribe and
bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR
THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she
said to the servant, "Go forthright.".? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she
was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch
presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the
Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et
Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst
contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I
know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he,
"Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..When the evening evened, the king sat
in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know,
O king, that.Vizier Er Rehwan, King Shah Bekht and his, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.Then the captain looked on her [and she
pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to
her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her
clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the
cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that
the woman had practised upon them.'"'.?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS WIFE..Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still
twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain
and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones
and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls
are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as beggar description; after
which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to return to my own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on
me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er
Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.He returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry
the Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him
with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother
and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge
against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment;
neither recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? b. The
Controller's Story cxix.? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy
spright..Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? b. Bakoun's Story of the
Hashish-Eater cxliii.After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment,
embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred
slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its
full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in
amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..Now the
treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of
the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When
the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's
favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken
and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which
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there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread,
to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and
slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make
ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where
he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and
went away..? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and the Cook cclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My death; but
what is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..When Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of
tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and
groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the
tears course still and still my case bewray..After this the king sat, with his son by his side and the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his
chief officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers and said to them, "See, O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and
the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the king said, "It sufficeth me that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this
day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you,
my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth the prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy
judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance
would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste repent.".? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my
sight; They cannot shut thy memory from my spright..Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The Weaver who became a, ii. 21..Then he turned to
the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her
husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that
which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and
torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily,
there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered
she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me
the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes
brimmed over with tears at her story..102. The Apples of Paradise ccccxii.Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the
young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither
and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with
them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most
delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a
bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and
said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of
money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..The Merciful dyed me with that
which I wear, ii. 245..?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..So saying, he went away, whilst Mesrour entered and taking up Aboulhusn,
shut the door after him, and followed his master, till he reached the palace, what while the night drew to an end and the cocks cried out, and set him
down before the Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at him. Then he sent for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came before him, he said to
him, "Note this young man and when thou seest him to-morrow seated in my place of estate and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad in my
habit, stand thou in attendance upon him and enjoin the Amirs and grandees and the people of my household and the officers of my realm to do the
like and obey him in that which he shall command them; and thou, if he bespeak thee of anything, do it and hearken unto him and gainsay him not
in aught in this coming day." Jaafer answered with, "Hearkening and obedience," (17) and withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the women of the
palace, who came to him, and he said to them, "Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before him and make
obeisance to him and come round about him and clothe him in the [royal] habit and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not aught of his
estate, but say to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then he taught them what they should say to him and how they should do with him and withdrawing
to a privy place, let down a curtain before himself and slept..Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..? ? ? ? ? The
curtain of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..As for the man, he
committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves
from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying
alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning
neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day
appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the
gold.".73. The Woman's Trick against her Husband dclviii.Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son
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of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned].
When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before
himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach,
thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee,
we had repented.'.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the prison till the
morrow, so we may look into his affair.".Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..Your water I'll leave without drinking, for
there, i. 210..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..150. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the
Trickstress dcxcviii.? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They straight would humble themselves to her and prone
before her fall..When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case.
Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw
water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water,
issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake.
Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder
mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question
me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they
were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou
mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..Now the children had entered the
coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way
out], for none knew the first thereof from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to
an end that was willed of God the Most High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode
weeping for their children. As for these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days,
knowing not where they had entered, till they came forth, at another side, upon the open country..A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter,
who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his
sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself,
because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his
answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with
thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.? ? ? ? ? What strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and
leave me to despair?.Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the king and he leant back, as he were asleep, they said these words and
the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of discretion, and have no intrigue
with any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.' When it was morning, wrath
overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to him, 'Whoso guardeth not
his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.' 'And whoso entereth the
king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered, 'He shall not be left on
life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on him in haste and smiting
him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast him therein..They knew him
forthright and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king,
and we desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle,
who sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and
God delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him
again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his
hand, he will not suffer thee live a single hour.'.55. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh
Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.Now the merchant and his wife had taken up their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other] son was king, and
when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set out and entered
the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a merchant come thither with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent
for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat down before him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred
between them and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that
thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent
to his father and mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they addressed them to remove to that island, and their son increased still in
honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his brother..? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and brimming o'er With limpid wine
we plunder, that pass from friend to friend..When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have
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patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house.."Forget him,"
quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon
and the Birds clii.Quoth the merchant, 'Indeed, it is as the old man avoucheth and he is an excellent judge.' And the king said, 'Increase his
allowance.' But the old man stood still and did not go away. So the king said to him, 'Why dost thou not go about thy business?' And he answered,
'My business is with the king.' 'Name what thou wouldst have,' said the king, and the other replied, 'I would have thee question me of the
quintessences of men, even as thou hast questioned me of the quintessences of horses.' Quoth the king, 'We have no occasion to question thee of
[this].' But the old man replied, 'I have occasion to acquaint thee.' 'Say what thou pleasest,' rejoined the king, and the old man said, 'Verily, the king
is the son of a baker.' Quoth the king 'How knowest thou that?' And the other replied, 'Know, O king, that I have examined into degrees and
dignities (210) and have learnt this.'.So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to his
friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?'
asked the other; and the merchant said,.? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.When the folk heard his words, they talked
of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a thief who knoweth how to sing, and
when he happeneth on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and needs must we release him.' Quoth he,
'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said, 'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they
delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them, whereupon he fell to singing to them and they
rejoiced in him..So Abdulmelik went away to his house, whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on the morrow Jaafer presented
himself before the Khalif and acquainted him with what had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had
promised him his daughter in marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young
man] and he went not forth of the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let bring
the Cadis and the witnesses and drew up the contract of marriage..Quoth the cook, 'Nothing will serve but I must slay thee, O fellow; for, if I spare
thee, I shall myself be slain.' But Selim said, 'O my brother, I will counsel thee somewhat (74) other than this.' 'What is it?' asked the cook. 'Say and
be brief, ere I cut thy throat' And Selim said, '[Do thou suffer me to live and] keep me, that I may be a servant unto thee, and I will work at a craft,
of the crafts of the skilled workmen, wherefrom there shall return to thee every day two dinars.' Quoth the cook, 'What is the craft?' and Selim said,
'The cutting [and polishing] of jewels.'.? ? ? ? ? My friends have not accustomed me to rigour; for, of old, When I forsook them, they to seek accord
did not disdain..Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions
and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned
them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the
king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the
people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So
he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship,
indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.Then they left him and
dispersed and one of the sons fell to spying upon his father, so that he saw him hide the treasure without the city. When he had made an end of
burying it, he returned to his house; and when the morning morrowed, his son repaired to the place where he had seen his father bury the treasure
and dug and took it and went his way. When the [hour of the] old man's admission [to the mercy of God] drew nigh, he called his sons to him and
acquainted them with the place where he had hidden his riches. As soon as he was dead, they went and dug up the treasure and found wealth galore,
for that the money, which the first son had taken by stealth, was on the surface and he knew not that under it was other money. So they took it and
divided it and the first son took his share with the rest and laid it to that which he had taken aforetime, behind [the backs of] his father and his
brethren. Then he took to wife the daughter of his father's brother and was vouchsafed by her a male child, who was the goodliest of the folk of his
time..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then
he bade him depart to his own house and come again at eventide.
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