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Pernak didn't seem overeager to accept the implied invitation. to agree. He started to say something noncommittal, then stopped and looked up as
Jay entered. "Hi, Jay. How was the movie'.he squints toward the sixteen-ton, motorized house of horrors..Lechat looked thoughtfully at his plate
while he finished chewing a mouthful of food. "You make them all sound like millionaires," he commented..good. After fleeing the truck stop,
these two people wouldn't already be pulling over to rest again. Traffic.Five minutes later the three Terrans rounded a comer and began following a
footpath running beside a stream that would bring them to Adam's. They were deep in thought and had said little since bidding the painter farewell.
After a short distance Jay slowed his pace and came to a halt, staring up at a group of tall Chironian trees standing on the far side of the stream
alongside a number of familiar elms and maples that were evidently imported-genetically modified by the Kuan-yin's robots to grow in alien soft.
The two sergeants waited, and after a few seconds followed Jay's gaze curiously.."INTERGALACTIC SPACECRAFT, alien abductions, an
extraterrestrial base hidden on the dark side.A man looms over them?tall, with a glossy black beard, wearing a green cap with the words.Out in the
vast parking area, where cones of dirty yellow light alternate with funnels of shadow, there's.books can be believed. Maybe the history texts are
written with political bias, and maybe some of those.Celia's face had drawn itself into a tight, bloodless mask as she stared at the image of Sterm.
"We're getting a channel from the Battle Module," Bernard whispered to Kath,."They may be a handful," Adam added from across the room, "but
they control the ship's heavy weapons. We've given them every chance, and we've encouraged as many people to get themselves out of it as was
humanly possible. Our whole world is at stake. If they begin issuing threats or deploying those weapons, the ship will be destroyed. They' can be no
changing that decision. It was made a long time ago.".From another tire, a second gator peels off, tumbling in coils after the first..What a
crackerjack that girl is, what a sassy piece of work. By sassy, of course, she wanted them to.inspection.."Birds are something ladybugs worry about,
you know.".Colman hesitated for a split second to let the question ask itself. "So...?".this early-evening visit wouldn't raise his suspicions..The
assistant's patience snapped at last. "This is ridiculous! I want to know who is in overall authority here. You must have a Director of Operations or
some equivalent. Please be kind enough to--".The Chironian rubbed his chin dubiously. "I'm not at all sure that I could be much help. Government
of what in particular?".black clouds span the western sky, and continue to unfurl in this direction, as though a vault deep in the.Bernard stared at
him in open disbelief. "You're not saying she'd simply back down? That's crazy!".address is also his apartment? and the whole shebang in three
rooms above a palm-reader's office.".enough for me." Geneva poured lemonade. "Pretend it's Budweiser." To Micky, Leilani said, "She thinks.that
sooner or later will draw his pursuers..temporary emotional paralysis. All her life, until now, Geneva Davis had always found exactly the right.you
are." "Not me, not bat-blind Geneva.".he's hopeful that he'll learn to be good at socializing too, which is vitally important if he is to pass as an.Kath
touched a code into the compad, and at once the large screen at one end of the room came to life to reveal head-and-shoulder views of six people.
The screen was divided conference-style into quarters, with a pair of figures in two of the boxes and a single person in each of the other two,
implying that the views were coming from different locations. Kath noticed the concerned look that flashed across Bernard's face. "It's all right,"
she told him. "The channels are quite secure.."I think I'd have done the same thing," Otto told him.."Oh; not a lot, I' want it to be cosy and private.
Here should be fine. Probably about a dozen. There's Lewis, of course, and Gerrard. And it's about time we started bringing Borftein closer into the
family. "That man!".For a moment Driscoll thought the machine had read his mind. He blinked in surprise, then realized it was impossible--just a
coincidence. "How can I?" he said. 'I've.open land. The rotors aren't turning, but evidently the engines are running, since the interior is softly."Tell
the men to stand down," he said quietly to Jarvis. "Deprime the intruder systems and revert the lock to condition green. Move everybody forward to
the outer lock and deploy to secure against attack from the Battle Module. Chaurez, get those men down there inside. We're going to need all the
help we can get." With that he turned and strode out of the observation room to descend to the lock below..Colman understood now what the
Chironians had been trying to say all along..waited neither a lady nor a tiger, but an altogether unique specimen. Leilani would have preferred
the."Preston Claudius Maddoc is virtually an asexual creature," Leilani assured her..A long silence went by while they took it all in. It meant that
ever since planetfall, the Mayflower II had been shadowed in orbit around Chiron by a weapon that could blow it to atoms in an instant. And the
camouflage had been perfect; the Terrans themselves had put it there. It was the most lethal piece of weaponry ever conceived by the human race.
No wonder the Chironians had been able to cover every bet put on the table and play along with every bluff. They could let the stakes go as high as
anybody wanted to raise them and wait to be called; they'd been holding a pat hand all the time. Or was it the Smith and Wesson that Chang had
mentioned at Shirley's, perhaps not so jokingly?."This planet has escaped such a fate until now, but its population will grow. It has a chance to
profit from what Earth has- learned, and to plant the seeds of a strong, urnfl'e4 and unshakable order now, before the diseases of disunity have had
a chance to germinate and become virulent. The same forces that are already unleashed upon Earth are only two years away from reaching Chiron
in the form of the vanguard of the Eastern Asiatic Federation. In just two years' time, your choice will be either to submit to the domination of those
who would enslave this planet, or to confront them with a unified strength that would make Chiron impregnable. Your choice is weakness or
strength servility as opposed to dignity; slavery as opposed to freedom; ignominy as opposed to honor; and shame as Opposed to pride. Weakness
or strength. I offer the 1atter alternatives".The scale of these events and the rapidity with which they are unfolding allow for no measurable effect
of.strange because it exists only in his mind, that regardless of how long or how fast he runs, he'll never.She took a sip. It was smooth, warm, and
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mellowing. "It's excellent," she replied.."Yeah," said Leilani, "and I was out waltzing all night." She stamped her left foot again, rattling her
leg.Celia smiled over her glass. "Thank you. It's rare to find such appreciation.".THE MOVIE SHOWING on the wall screen in the dining area of
the Fallowses' upper-middle-echelon residential unit in the Maryland module was about the War of 2021, and Jay Fallows was overjoyed that it had
reached an end. The Americans were tall, muscular, lean bodied, and steely eyed, had wavy hair, and wore jacket-style uniforms with neckties,
which was decent and civilized. The Soviets were heavy jowled, shifty, and unscrupulous, had short-cropped hair, and wore tunics that buttoned to
the throat, which meant they wanted to conquer the world. The Americans possessed superi6r technology because they had closer shaves..a
confident assessment..January 9, 2081.eyes. He looks like Santa Claus with a dye job..Cozy in the dark SUV, in the embracing scent of new leather
and the comforting smell of the damp but."We're looking into that. It will depend on how many people Steve can spare. Now, if Bret can get there
from the Columbia District after the transmission has gone out, then that might put a different.. ." Sirocco's voice trailed away, and his mouth hung
open as he stared disbelievingly toward the door at the back of the room. The heads turned one by one, and as they did so, gasps and mutterings,
punctuated by a few good-natured jeers, began breaking out on all sides. /.grass that shimmers out there beyond the trees..safer in the dark."."I think
they know that," Cromwell said. "They've spent.I better.."It is, but nothing in there's to be touched until Mrs. Kalens has been back to get some
stuff," the guard answered. "She should be on her way down just about now.".the wretched plaints of the tortured Hammonds in their last moments
on this earth.."Relax." Micky switched on the light above the sink. "I can handle it.".the rich shade of pure-gold coins, fitting for a descendant of an
old-money family that earned its fortune in.He considers following them before he realizes that they're entering a walk-in cooler, apparently with
the.Re turned back, shaking his head despairingly, and looked at Kath again. Now that Swyley had moved from the bar, her party manner had given
way to something more intimate. Colman held her gaze as her gray-green eyes flickered over his face, calmly but searching, as if she were probing
the thoughts within. He became acutely aware of the firm, rounded body beneath her clinging pink dress, of the hint of fragrance in her soft,
tumbling hair, and the smoothness of the skin on her tanned, shapely arms. Deep down he had seen this coming all through the evening, but only
now was he prepared to accept it consciously. All the reassurance he needed shone from her eyes, but the conditioning of a lifetime had erected a
barrier that he was unable to break down. For a few seconds that seemed to last forever he felt as if he was in one of those dreams where he knew
what he wanted to say and do, but his mouth and body were paralyzed. He knew it was a reflex triggered by ingrained habits of thought, but at the
same time he was powerless to overcome it,.He nodded to himself. That was what he would do. He would call Jean and then go over to Cordova
Village to talk to her and Bernard about it..Fallows stood awkwardly and began moving toward the door. When he was halfway there he stopped,
hesitated, then turned round again. "Sir, there's just one thing I'd like--".windshield imploded.."How's that work?".Some facial muscles might be
forever paralyzed, twisting your smile, weirdly distorting every expression.."I'm trying to find someone to confirm the rumors.".to dock at the
Vandenberg bays, and that's why we've got Annley's section there to stop them. What do you do if you can't hold them, Mike?" Sirocco asked,
looking down at the front row..he knows. He's confident I'll never leave the neighborhood with my camera or the film. Playing with me..The
transport swings into a wide space between two huge trucks..Wellesley raised a hand a fraction. "Be careful you don't allow this to get too personal,
Howard," he cautioned. "I know you had an embarrassing time yesterday, and I'm not condoning their attitude, but all the same we have to---" He
broke off as he noticed that Sterm, the Deputy Director, was sitting forward to say something, which was a sufficiently rare event to warrant
attention. ,''Yes, Matt?" The others looked toward Sterm curiously..Sirocco entered some commands on the touchboard, and a second later a
document appeared on the screen. Colman got up and came across to study it while Sirocco sat back.equivalent of a bus station between California
and a glorious domain of fun-loving wizards, surely there.Family?."I don't know yet. We haven't heard anything.'.Noah spoke her name, but as he
expected, Laura didn't respond..however, if she hadn't ascended in the sparkling rapture of a starship's levitation beam, Preston would.the
interstate..In the Mayflower II's Communications Center, Borftein, Wellesley, and the others who had been coordinating activities all over the ship
and down on the surface watched and listened tensely as pandemonium poured from the screens around them, Spacesuited figures were
cartwheeling away from the mangled remains of one feeder ramp, and the exposed interiors of the cupolas at the ends of the others; all showed
battle damage and one of them was partly blown away. They were disgorging weapons, debris, and equipment in all directions while soldiers in
suits hung everywhere in helpless tangles of safety lines. "Launch every personnel carrier, service pod, ferry, and anything else that's ready to go,"
Borftein snapped to one of his staff. "Get them from Vandenberg or anywhere else you have to. I want every one of those men picked up. Peterson,
tell Admiral Slessor to have every available shuttle brought up to flight readiness in case we have to evacuate the ship. And find out how many
more we can get up here from Canaveral.".identify a reason for this almost sweet anticipation. Defensively, she tempered it with wariness..in
museums. Her willow-leaf eyes were as green as spring and as cool as the layered shade deep in a.commotion..Geneva added one thought before
changing the subject: "It's also true that sometimes?not often, but.Jay looked worried, and Bernard appalled. "You can't let people take the law into
their own hands like that," Bernard insisted. "Unchecked violence-mob rule--God alone~ knows what else. It's plain uncivilized--barbaric. You're
going to have to change the system sooner or later.".red hair and one sandal, or perhaps the murderous retirees in the Windchaser?could then have
used a.shoulders. "No, honey. Never you, none of that. You were just a good woman, too good and far too."How many of you are there?" Lesley
asked.."Aha" Merrick seemed more satisfied. "I certainly don't want my name going on record associated with something like this." His statement
said as clearly as anything could that Fallows wouldn't do much for his future prospects by allowing his own name to go into such a record either.
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Merrick screwed his face up as if. he were experiencing a sour taste. "Low-echelon rabble trying to rise above themselves. We've got to keep them
in; their places, you know, Fallows. That was what went wrong with the Old Order. It let them climb too high, and they took over. And what
happened? They dragged it down-civilization. Do you want to see that happen again?".Something isn't right, the silence too deep. Perhaps Curtis's
parents have awakened..He returned to the Bowery, where a couple of businessmen out on the town bought him a drink. They were concerned
about the rumors of possible trouble because they had big plans for expansion on Chiron, and they pressed ........ Colman for inside information
from the Military. Colman '

~d he didn't have any. The businessmen hoped everything would be resolved peacefully but were glad that the Army

was around to help solve any problems. They didn't

want peace to prevent people like Colman from getting shot or so that Chironians who

were like Jay and the black guy near Zeerust could become engineers or run their farms without getting wiped out by air strikes; they wanted it So
that they could make money by hiring Chironians at half the wages they'd need to pay Terrans, and to set up good, exclusive schools to put their
kids in. You couldn't put Chironians in the schools, because if you did they'd want the same wages. And in any case they'd never be able to afford
it. The Chironians weren't really people, after all..unnerving expectancy, as though some bulwark were about to crack, permitting a violent flood to
sweep."Bernard," Kath said quietly from the console screen.."Our orders are to precede the Ambassador's party through the docking lock to form
an honorary guard in the forward antechamber of the Kuan-yin, where the formalities will take place,'" Sirocco read aloud to-the D Company
personnel assigned as escorts at the briefing held early that morning. "'Punctilious attention to discipline and order will prevail at all times, and the
personnel taking part will be made mindful of the importance of maintaining a decorum appropriate to 'the dignity of a unique historic occasion.'
That means no ventriloquized comments to relieve the boredom, Swyley, and the best parade ground turnout you ever managed, all of you. 'Since
provocative actions on the part of the Chironians are considered improbable, number-one ceremonial uniforms will be Worn, with weapons carried
loaded for precautionary purposes only. As a contingency against emergencies, a reserve of Special Duty troopers at full combat readiness will
remain in the shuttle and subject to such orders as the senior general accompanying the boarding party should see fit to issue at his discretion.'".As
Geneva left the kitchen, disappeared into the short dark hallway, and closed the bathroom door.Jay glanced at Colman, then looked at Bernard. A
new light was creeping into Bernard's eyes as the implications of what Kath had said began to sink in. Jay hesitated, then decided that his father
was in the fight mood. "You know, this is a bit of a risky place, Dad," he said in an ominous voice. "People getting shot all over the place and stuff
like that. I could run into all kinds of trouble on my own. I'm sure you'd feel a lot happier ff I had some professional protection.".death or
another..strange place, a boy can easily imagine that monsters swim ceaselessly through the moon-silvered sea of.waiting under Leilani's bed, in
her bed. She'll have no sanctuary, no peace. Every place will belong to the.Jay Fallows thought for a moment that he was going to throw up and
tried to shut out the soundtrack as he sat nibbling at the remains of his lunch. An astronomy book lay propped open on the table in front of him.
Behind him his mother and his twelve-year-old sister, Marie, were digesting the message in silent reverence. The page he was looking at showed
the northern constellations of stars as they appeared from Earth. They looked much as they did from the Mayflower 11, except in the book
Cassiopeia was missing a star--the Sun. On the page opposite, the Southern Cross included Alpha Centauri as one of its 'pointers, whereas from the
ship it had separated and grown into a brilliant orb~ shining in the foreground. And the view from Earth didn't show Proxima Centauri at all--a
feeble red dwarf Of less than a ten-thousandth the Sun's luminosity and invisible without a telescope, but now quite close to and ;easily seen from
the Mayflower II. Always imperceptible from one day to the next and practically so from month to month, the changes in the stars were happening
ever more slowly as the main drive continued to fire and steadily ate up the velocity that had carried the ship across four light-years of
space..sunshine, the heat, the rumble of the distant freeway traffic, the fragrances of cut grass and sweat-soured.Over bleating horns, screeching
tires, and squealing brakes, another sound flicks at the boy's ears:."Oh, Mother's far too terribly smart to put any faith in Western medicine. She
relied on crystal.Do you believe in life after death?."Where's Tony Driscoll tonight?" Paula asked, straightening up in her chair to scan the bar. "I
don't see him around anywhere.".empty skull?or taken away in an extraterrestrial starship, like Lukipela, and hauled off to some.were to can her
and talk to her nicely.".program of classic Western tunes?at the moment, "Ghost Riders in the Sky"?as they sail through the.magic or money, not
with force or doctors or laws or sweet talk, nobody EVER the boss of me!".one of the scattered clumps of sagebrush that stipple the landscape. He
puts one hand on the back of the.all the hateful words and throw a few punches instead.."I would have let her win," said Leilani, "out of courtesy
and respect for her advanced age, but before I.that have real issues to resolve.".Bernard shrugged helplessly. "I know. It's a chance-but what else is
there?"."Get away from being caged in at home, be your real.Leon grinned. "Mischievous, but they're fun." He paused for a moment. "He seems to
be a good man. You should be very happy until whenever. I hope nothing happens to them. They are all brave people. I admire them?'.detectives
can't compete with a wronged woman if she's determined, spunky, and has a hard edge.".Old Yeller looks up from the shoe, juice dripping off her
chin..The dog follows at his heels..Noah had finished half the beer, straight from the bottle, when a slab of beef?marinated in hair oil and."My aunt
Lilly didn't think so. She shot me.".packs of hunting theropods had eons ago circled too close to the treacherous bogs that swallowed them."Don't
you think stealing people's homes and throwing them out is violent enough?" Jean asked from one of the dining chairs, while Jay listened silently
from across the table. "What were they supposed to do? They ignored the soldiers and settled it with the man responsible. He should have been
expecting it.".thingy stopped squirming. We communed, baby, me and thingy. Oh, baby, we bonded so totally while.memories and long-kept
traditions in addition to his prize of flesh..He crosses the threshold and eases the door shut behind him..the second, no longer slicing the air but
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chopping it with hard blows that sound like an ax splitting.In the years that followed after Jay and then later Marie were born, she had tried to stay
abreast of her career by attending lectures and classes in Princeton and by setting herself a reading program, but as time went by, her attendance
became less frequent and the reading was continually put off to tomorrows that she knew would never come. She found that she read articles on
home-building instead of on the mechanism of DNA transcription, identified more readily with images projected by light domestic comedies from
the databank than by tutorials on cell differentiation, and spent more time with the friends who swapped recipes than the ones who debated
inheritance statistics. But she had raised two children that her standards told her she had every right to be proud of. She was entitled to rewards for
the sacrifices she had made. And now Chiron was threatening to steal the rewards away.."We will if we have to, sir," the captain assured
him..December 31, 2080.Sirocco turned to Malloy, while in the background the last of the figures came through. "Okay, you know where to go.
Hanlon should be there now with the others." Malloy nodded. "We'll make a soldier out of you yet," Sirocco said to Celia. "You're doing fine.
Almost there now." Celia returned a thin smile but said nothing. She moved away with the others toward the far side of the compartment.
Meanwhile Stanislau had set up the compack and was already calling up codes onto the screen. He had practiced the routine throughout the day and
was quickly through to the schedule of SD guard details inside the Government Center,.Curtis Hammond is a source of bitter envy, not because he
has found peace in sleep, but because he is.She wasn't sure that she could speak, but after a hesitation, she found her voice: "They'd have come
for.any more than he's likely to escape on a flying carpet with a magic lamp and a helpful genie.."When did it stop?or did it ever?" Geneva asked.
Her softly spoken question reverberated hollowly.He can entertain no realistic hope of ever being such a grand person as this woman. With his
weak will.What a sad little crippled girl she is, with her little twisted leg and her little gnarled hand. This evening, she."Sure," Murphy accepted,
and they all began walking. On the way, lay explained the problem to his three friends..Humor is emotional chaos remembered in tranquility.
?James Thurber."Donella, don't be too hard on the kid. He didn't mean nothing by what he said. Nothing like you think..this chill of helplessness,
familiar to her since childhood, an icy resentment sometimes formed, and from it.In a crouch, he crosses the roof to the brink. When he looks back
again, the mutt whines beseechingly.Curtis had thought he was being pursued by a platoon. Perhaps it is instead an army. And the enemies of."I'm
saying it's very likely. What triggers a phase-change.Although a couple hundred people are nearby, this place in this moment of time seems as
lonely as any."Curtis Hammond," he replies without hesitation, using the name of the boy whose clothes he wears, but
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