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He had not known how tired he was until he came to haven. He spent all that day drowsing before the fire with the grey cat, while Gift went in and

out at her work, offering him food several times-poor, coarse food, but he ate it all, slowly, valuing it. Come evening the brother went off, and she

said with a sigh, "He'll run up a whole new line of credit at the tavern on the strength of us having a lodger. Not that it's your fault.".him I'd retire"

he said. "I think I'll do that myself.".There were many such isles in the Archipelago, made barren and desolate by rival wizards' blights.tried to say

he would not take the man's work from him. But all these words burned away in the."Oh, it's no good, I know it's no good. Nothing's any good with

a drunkard," she said. She wiped her eyes with her apron. "Was that what broke you," she said, "the drink?"."What's Alder paying you for all this?"

she demanded while the water was heating. She was still.At that the Summoner ran up towards her, reaching out, lunging at her as if to seize and

hold her..The light had come back into Diamond's dark eyes.."There's people all over these parts, and maybe beyond, who think, as you said, that

nobody can be.mere glimpse at the place told me that things had been happening there while I wasn't looking. It.grudgingly, as if she still wondered

how he could have let his mare stand there to be assaulted,.librarian. The Book of Names, which is kept now in the Isolate Tower, was the

foundation of the.then at her again..Her eyes were wild..may well like their public name to be ordinary, common, like other people's names..that he

thought about his pupil, and not until he had eaten supper alone that he admitted that.greeting people, I no longer crushed their hands. That was

easy. But, unfortunately, the least.myself could have come up with better. They insisted on one thing only, that each of us fly."He does. But,

admitting it unlikely, admitting it impossible - if we did defeat him - if he went back into death and left us here alive - what would we do? What

comes next?".History."It's not Roke magic," the old man said. His voice was dry, a little forced. "Not to do with the.I jumped back; the possessor of

the voice, the fat one with the cap, appeared. I went to.the straw musty. Ivory felt no lust at all, though Dragonfly lay not three feet from him. She

had.the end of the long bay, the jaws ready to snap shut. "I will," he said, and set to it.."The Old Powers?" Ogion murmured..wondered if he had

always talked to himself, if he had talked all the time when Silence lived with."Anyone."."There's people all over these parts, and maybe beyond,

who think, as you said, that nobody can be wise alone. So these people try to hold to each other. And so that's why we're called the Hand, or the

women of the Hand, though we're not women only. But it serves to call ourselves women, for the great folk don't look for women to work together.

Or to have thoughts about such things as rule or misrule. Or to have any powers.".did not know what to say. How difficult all this was..and heavy.

"When will we do it?".She was looking down at her hands, clasped now on her knees. In the faint reddish glow of the.known. He saw it with the

same uncaring interest with which he saw Tinaral's body and his own.Medra to take his place. Despite his ranting and scolding against dragon

hunters, High-drake had.He let that sink in for a while, and then continued softly, "And to work the spell of semblance on you, to make it so

complete and deep that the Masters of Roke will see you as a man and nothing else, to do that, I too must know your name." He paused again. As

he talked it seemed to him that everything he said was true, and his voice was moved and gentle as he said, "I could have known it long ago. But I

chose not to use those arts. I wanted you to trust me enough to tell me your name yourself."."My people, the Kargs, they worship gods. Twin gods,

brothers. And the king there is also a god. But before that and after are the streams. Caves, stones, hills. Trees. The earth. The darkness of the

earth.".They said little, seeming to consult and assent among themselves almost in silence. At last the."But you're right, Herbal, we're out of

balance," said Kurremkarmerruk, his voice hard and harsh. "When and where did we begin to go too far? What have we forgotten, turned our back

on, overlooked?".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (104 of 111) [2/5/2004

12:33:32 AM].He had married while he was in Shelieth, a woman no one at Iria knew anything about, for she came from some other island, it was

said, somewhere in the west, and she never came to Iria, for she died in childbirth there in the city..The True Runes used in the Archipelago

embody words of the Speech of the Making. True Runes are not symbols only, but reifactors: they can be used to bring a thing or condition into

being or bring about an event. To write such a rune is to act. The power of the action varies with the circumstances. Most of the True Runes are

found only in ancient texts and lore-books, and used only by wizards trained in their use; but a good many of them, such as the symbol written on

the door lintel to protect a house from fire, are in common use, familiar to unlearned people.."I thought it would be a spell of Change," she

said..Roke, itself the center of the Old Powers in all Earthsea, the profoundest manifestations of those.logs in a river, by mere force..How long can

you stay?".He smiled again. "You're a beautiful woman," he said, but plainly, not in the flattering way he had used with her at first, before she

showed him she hated it. "Why would you be a man?"."Walked.".and, straining my eyes, I could see the tiers and horizontal terraces of the giant. It

came to me in a."To bring Lebannen here," said the Herbal. "The young men talk of "the true crown". A second.perspective. It was hard to rest the

eye on anything that was not in motion, because the.Morred's pledge, the ring that bore the Rune of Peace..Language of the Making, dated back to a

time before the separation. The best evidence in the poem.Leashed like a dog, he walked along, sullen and shivering with sickness and rage. He

stared around.very much greater, the wholeness of knowledge. And that made him a mage..The old Namer came forward and said to the woman on

the hill, "Who are you?"."You can. Oh, you can!"."What say you, Emer?" asked the one like a falcon..sun was in the windows, there was a knock at

her open door. Outside was the man she had thought.he fought against but could not shake off. He thought of the Summoner's eyes, and then it was

that.established itself as a strong, dark tenor -- that Hemlock winced. Hemlock's was a very silent.mouth and her long, lean arms, the words spoken

awry then, spoken truly now..not afraid enough of him. It was all the two of us could do to hold our own against him, there in.smiled, and the
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Herbal belatedly made the same gesture..Her brother came in. "Come on out," he said to her as soon as he saw the curer dozing on the settle. She

stepped outside with him..he explained that he could not eat yet. "As I stayed there in the sickness, in the sick fields, I.Diamond sat in his own

sunny room upstairs, on his comfortable bed, hearing his mother singing as.THE DARK TIME, THE HAND, AND ROKE SCHOOL.The idea of a

school for wizards made him laugh. A school for wild boars, he thought, a college for dragons! But that there was some kind of scheming and

gathering together of men of power on Roke seemed probable, and the idea of any league or alliance of wizards appalled him more the more he

thought of it. It was unnatural, and could exist only under great force, the pressure of a dominant will-the will of a mage strong enough to hold even

strong wizards in his service. There was the enemy he wanted!.leaving things out, here, things worth knowing....".The Windkey stood silent, but the

group of men muttered, angry, and some of them moved forward..crowned hat made him seem taller than a man could be. Otter did not need to see

his clothes to.certain. He turned to another passage and compared the two, and brooded over the book late into.She brought them to a house at the

end of a lane. It had been a handsome place once, two stories built of stone, but was half empty, defaced, window frames and facing stones pulled

out of it. They crossed a courtyard with a well in it. She knocked at a side door, and a girl opened it..to do, to learn? What is she, that you ask this

for her?".vertical cliffs, pale, bluish, bastion upon bastion, crystal battlements, chasms -- and this shining.He tacked across the strong wind, swung

round South Point, and sailed into the Great Bay of Havnor..At that the Changer looked at him, and after pondering said soberly, "Doorkeeper,

what have you in.The town at the bay's head, Thwil, shared something of the uncanniness of the Knoll and the Grove,.He did as he often did, made

a little design out of whatever lay to hand: on the bit of sand on the riverbank in front of him he set a leaf-stem, a grassblade, and several pebbles.

He studied them and rearranged them. "Now I must speak of harm," he said..cloud, or a reef among the breakers; and the Roke wind blew, which

kept any ship from Thwil Bay.He stopped to listen, and heard nothing..His old master was sitting in the grass near the pond, eating an apple. Bits of

eggshell flecked."Yes," said the Patterner. "What goes too long unchanged destroys itself. The forest is for ever because it dies and dies and so

lives. I will not let this dead hand touch me. Or touch the king who brought us hope. A promise was made, made through me, I spoke it - "A

woman on Gont" -I will not see that word forgotten.".The villagers shook their heads. Gift was a brave woman, but there was such a thing as being

too brave. Or brave, they said around the tavern table, in the wrong way, or the wrong place, d'you see. Nobody should ought to meddle with

sorcery that ain't born to it. Nor with sorcerers. You forget that. They seem the same as other folk. But they ain't like other folk. Seems there's no

harm in a curer. Heal the foot rot, clear a caked udder. That's all fine. But cross one and there you are, fire and shadows and curses and falling

down in fits. Uncanny. Always was uncanny, that one. Where'd he come from, anyhow? Answer me that.."Stand!" he said to it in its language, and

let go of it. It stood as if he had driven it into a socket..his seat. I saw no houses, only the roadway, as smooth as a table and covered with strips of

dull.Hound was down at the door, they said. Early sent for him to come up. "Who's Tern?" he asked as."I can't," he said, and stopped, and went on,

"I really don't want to have any dancing.".There was a silence. The fire whispered..They greeted him, and Azver took the word - "Come into the

Grove, Master Windkey," he said, "and we will wait there for the others of the Nine."."Tinaral," said Tern. "I knew him.".Her guest came out of the

house. It was a bright, misty morning, the marshes hidden by gleaming.all connected with the Old Powers. As if those Powers were to be controlled

or used by any mortal.danced on the crimson pillars. But Otter could not read the book or the runes. He had never.apart. They are safe from

sea-pirates in Gont Port. But their safety is their danger; the long bay.He was so distraught that when he made up his mind to call Silence he could

not think of the.long solitudes among the trees, always sought form and clarity, and she said, "How can we teach.must be a horrible thing - not to

breathe the air." She had shuddered at the thought. It was the.the path continued, I saw faintly gleaming hedges, wet bunches of leaves hung over a

metal gate..unmoving; her arms hung as if she had forgotten she had them, as if she now had nothing but a."No, seriously," she said. "You thought I

was sending in the dark, eh? Since when! That."Who told you about it?".Roke seemed probable, and the idea of any league or alliance of wizards

appalled him more the more.They paid no attention to me, as if I did not exist. I got furious. Without a word I stepped.see it, if you don't mind, sir.

He won't come looking for it. But if he saw it, he'd take it.

He.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (48 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31

AM].heart beating long after they are dead. Though it seemed terrible to bury a breathing body, yet he.and incredulous at his obstinacy-"Master, I

would stay, but my work is on Gont-I wish it was here,.very lonesome. He looked for a lane or path leading to the town, but there never was one

that went."Are you hurt too?".It's unsettling. For all our delight in the impermanent, the entrancing flicker of electronics, we.Irian stood silent too,

but her hope sank down, replaced by a sense of shame and utter.in labor when her womb contracts. That was Ogion's thought, even as he said,

"What did you mean,.him, though he had not called. He saw them. They stood among the tall grasses, among the flame-
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