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Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and thy

slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not

forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided

him with his mother and how he had beaten her and entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of

the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor

what is this that betideth me!".? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.Now the king was leaning back upon the

cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of

heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi

knew not the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother.

(176).When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him,

he said to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O

puissant king, that.In this island is a river of very sweet water, issuing from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide cavern in the skirt of an

inaccessible mountain, and the stones of the island are all limpid sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also is a spring of liquid, welling

up like [molten] pitch, and when it cometh to the shore of the island, the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and it becometh changed from

its condition and that which it was aforetime; and it is crude ambergris. Moreover, the trees of the island are all of the most precious aloes-wood,

both Chinese and Comorin; but there is no way of issue from the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the steepness of its shore forbiddeth

the drawing up of ships, and if any approach the mountain, they fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in that island..? ? ? ? ?

So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen

Necklace dccccxciv.Quoth the company, 'Tell us thy story and expound it unto us, so we may see that which it hath of extraordinary.' And he said

'Know, then, that.And for another story of the same kind,' continued the officer,.Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of

Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of

Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57)

whereupon the folk made way for him and the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head

bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit

relate marvellous histories, such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with

him; but El Abbas still abode with his head bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he

looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of

the session-mates nor of the boon-companions. What is the cause of this?".? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe and care And

blame a little thing to brook that unto it pertain..? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to him

dccccxix.So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had

been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the

police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of

stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?"

"Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou

stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak

him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to

himself.".So the vizier went in to his daughter and said to her, 'O my daughter, the king seeketh thee of me and desireth to marry thee.' 'O my

father,' answered she 'I desire not a husband and if thou wilt marry me, marry me not but with one who shall be below me in rank and I nobler than

he, so he may not turn to other than myself nor lift his eyes upon me, and marry me not to one who is nobler than I, lest I be with him as a slave-girl

and a serving-woman.' So the vizier returned to the king and acquainted him with that which his daughter had said, whereat he redoubled in desire

and love-liking for her and said to her father, 'An thou marry me not to her of good grace, I will take her by force in thy despite.' The vizier again

betook himself to his daughter and repeated to her the king's words, but she replied, 'I desire not a husband.' So he returned to the king and told him

what she said, and he was wroth and threatened the vizier, whereupon the latter took his daughter and fled with her..When the queen heard the last

of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you shall not be but in accordance with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were

present and turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who

hath brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone with her to thy country and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in

peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not turn back from seeking my sister till I die or find

her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to mind and broke out with the following verses from a heart endolored, afflicted,
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disappointed, saying:.Vizier Er Rehwan, King Shah Bekht and his, i. 215..Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her prayers;

and it was her wont to pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he might be

healed, and he was straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought in to her,]

she knew them forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him and pray

for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7) prompted me

and I lied against her and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and this is the issue

of unright and falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's

Daughter Rose-in-bud ccclxxi.The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they might get the ass at their own price; but, when

they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and

shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them

with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an

ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him

and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling with that which he understood not and

thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship,

indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.Now this letter was written

with ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth unto yellow, and was to the following

effect: 'From the King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun

er Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept and be to us as a brother and a friend, for

that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in

love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the Quintessence of Balms and a present after

the measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee, O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and

peace be on thee!'.? ? ? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..? ? ? ?

? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El Melik ez

Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by reason of their

exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my friends another

story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath been told to

you.".117. The Favourite and her Lover M.? ? ? ? ? Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded to-day..? ? ? ?

? She came in robes of green, the likeness of the leaf That the pomegranate's flower doth in the bud encase.."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of

mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as

follows:].Clemency, Of, i. 120..Jesus, The Three Men and our Lord, i. 282..Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he

said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].'

Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By

Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].'

Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary

than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for

herself.".? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off

that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand

from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and

his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all

sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set

out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego

him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's

slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth

circulate..? ? ? ? ? Ask mine eyes whether slumber hath lit on their lids since the hour of your loss Or if aye on a lover they've looked. Nay, an ye

believe not their tale,.Now the magistrate knew of the theft of the pearls; so he bade clap the merchant in prison. Accordingly they imprisoned him

and flogged him, and he abode in the prison a whole year, till, by the ordinance of God the Most High, the Master of Police arrested one of the

divers aforesaid and imprisoned him in the prison where the merchant lay. He saw the latter and knowing him, questioned him of his case;

whereupon he told them his story and that which had befallen him, and the diver marvelled at the sorriness of his luck. So, when he came forth of

the prison, he acquainted the Sultan with the merchant's case and told him that it was he who had given him the pearls. The Sultan bade bring him

forth of the prison and questioned him of his story, whereupon he told him all that had befallen him and the Sultan pitied him and assigned him a
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lodging in his own palace, together with an allowance for his living..Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified

unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had

confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither spoken that

which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to see what

he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them],

hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that

he had formed a just opinion of his skill..50. El Melik en Nasir and the Three Masters of Police dciii.Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from

the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself,

leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might

condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his

boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my

lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".? ? ? ? ? How many

a bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.Then he sat down again upon the throne of his

kingship, whilst the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king

said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.'

Then he singled out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand

subjects (257) and in the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it

under a hen.' So they did this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..There was once a sage of the sages, who had three sons and sons'

sons, and when they waxed many and their posterity multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So he assembled them and said to them, 'Be

ye one hand (219) against other than you and despise (220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you, and know that the like of you is as the rope

which the man cut, when it was single; then he doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on this wise is division and union. And beware lest ye seek

help of others against yourselves (221) or ye will fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye attain your desire, (222) his word (223) will have

precedence of (224) your word. Now I have wealth which I will bury in a certain place, so it may be a store for you, against the time of your

need.'.The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his

case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or

day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and

mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother

died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and

became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay

frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of

life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding

One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of their story..Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in

Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth

and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and

saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took

leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and

rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of

his kingship and the viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory

and length of continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over

them..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.When they came to themselves, they wept awhile and the folk assembled about them,

marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned them of their case. So the young men vied with each other who should be the first to discover the

story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came up, crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken

open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel is my slave-girl and she hath agreed with you upon a device to take the

good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing

youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then words waxed many between them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and

discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended] slave-girl, and the strife waxed amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them

up to the king..Then he gave me the present and letter and money for my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from before him, repaired to

the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and we sailed days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe

arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city, where I carried the letter and present to the king and kissing the earth fell

[prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have
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longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me

and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy; after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What

brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif

Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an

exceeding joy..Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city

and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good

offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite

thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of

assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the

city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking

till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..61. Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and

the Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my

brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?'

So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare

forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went

forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and

sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and

coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..Then said the prince to him, 'Make

ready to go with me to my country.' So he made ready and went with the prince till he drew near the frontiers of his father's kingdom, where the

people received him with the utmost honour and sent to acquaint his father with his son's coming. The king came out to meet him and they

entreated the goldsmith with honour. The prince abode awhile with his father, then set out, [he and the goldsmith] to return to the country of the fair

one, the daughter of the King of Hind; but there met him robbers by the way and he fought the sorest of battles and was slain. The goldsmith buried

him and marked his grave (229) and returned, sorrowing and distraught to his own country, without telling any of the prince's death..Third Officer's

Story, The, ii. 137..? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..When came the night,

the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied

Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..? ?

? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what

will..Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night until the morrow, when the

boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat),

'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? p. The

Man who saw the Night of Power dccccxciii.57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.I clipped her in mine

arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety,

and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and

further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged.

Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her

occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and

he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for

his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..She abode awaiting

him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings of him neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an

exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When

it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor

was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a

man..As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and how [he avouched

that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he not dared to commit

this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for Queen Zelzeleh and

Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit

out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to a little island, that lieth over

against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now Tuhfeh will of a surety be

sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and she will be under our hands,

so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we will storm his stronghold and
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take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in sunder and we will send to let

our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of him.' And they answered her,

saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in less than the twinkling of an

eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for Meimoun's palace. Moreover,

they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for them there..? ? ? ? ? And on

their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..When it was the Nine hundred and thirtieth

Night, Shehrzad said, "O king, there is present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft and wherein is a warning to whoso will be

warned and an admonishment to whoso will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but I fear lest the hearing of this lessen me with the king

and lower my rank in his esteem; yet I hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are indeed corruptresses; their craft and their

cunning may not be set out nor their wiles known. Men enjoy their company and are not careful to uphold them [in the right way], neither do they

watch over them with all vigilance, but enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no heed to that which is other than this.

Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib, which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to redress,

thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the man of understanding to be silent concerning them.".Then said the Khalif to her, 'Repeat thy playing, O

Tuhfeh.' So she repeated it and he said to her, 'Well done!' Moreover, he said to Ishac, 'Thou hast indeed brought me that which is extraordinary

and worth in mine eyes the empire of the earth.' Then he turned to Mesrour the eunuch and said to him, 'Carry Tuhfeh to the lodging of honour.'

(189) Accordingly, she went away with Mesrour and the Khalif looked at her clothes and seeing her clad in raiment of choice, said to Ishac, 'O

Ishac, whence hath she these clothes?' 'O my lord, answered he, 'these are somewhat of thy bounties and thy largesse, and they are a gift to her from

me. By Allah, O Commander of the Faithful, the world, all of it, were little in comparison with her!' Then the Khalif turned to the Vizier Jaafer and

said to him, 'Give Ishac fifty thousand dirhems and a dress of honour of the apparel of choice.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Jaafer and gave

him that which the Khalif ordered him..41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name dlxvi.When she awoke, she said

to the old man, "O elder, hast thou aught of food?" And he answered, "O my lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the

like of thee. As for me, I will have nought but roast lamb and broths and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with

[pounded nuts and almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady," replied the Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed

unto our lord Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn

and paper." So he brought her what she sought and she wrote a letter and gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into

the city and enquire for such an one the money-changer and give him this my letter.".12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.King and his

Chamberlain's Wife, The, ii. 53..Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..When she heard their words,

in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then

quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that

they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be

He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and

[now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for

him and he was made whole of his sickness..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story lxiii.With this the king bade the vizier go away to his lodging, and

when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love

and longing; nought in answer can I say..Then he lighted him three candles and three lamps and spreading the drinking-cloth, brought clarified

wine, limpid, old and fragrant, the scent whereof was as that of virgin musk. He filled the first cup and saying, "O my boon-companion, by thy

leave, be ceremony laid aside between us! I am thy slave; may I not be afflicted with thy loss!" drank it off and filled a second cup, which he

handed to the Khalif, with a reverence. His fashion pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his speech and he said in himself, "By Allah, I will

assuredly requite him for this!" Then Aboulhusn filled the cup again and handed it to the Khalif, reciting the following verses:.Now the king of the

Greeks heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her

in marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the

Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to

bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let

us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and

indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is

living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would

we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace, knowst thou not that I, to look on

thee, The world have traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.? ? ? ? ? O friends, the East wind waxes, the morning draweth near; A

plaintive voice (114) bespeaks me and I rejoice to hear..83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind dclxviii.When the evening came and the king sat in

his privy chamber, he summoned the vizier and required of him the story of the thief and the woman. Quoth the vizier, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ?
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? Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, The fullest of greetings bear to them from me, their lover, and say.I

was one day abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons,

and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me,

till I came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou

knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that God the Most High hath cast

the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes that

shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth I have

known thee from childhood.".21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.The Fifteenth Night of the Month..I saw thee, O thou best of all the

human race, display, i. 46..As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought,

saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I

answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so

do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When

the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost

endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round

about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on

this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS

CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..To return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her

wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her

husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her

in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience

and looked for God to deliver her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with

her to the city wherein her husband was king and his goods were put under seal..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.? ? ?

? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in hue..Three Young Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..There

was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled in singing to the lute, and he was well seen of the

people of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over journeying till his travel brought him to a goodly city.

Now he had with him a lute and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round about the city till he fell in with a druggist, who, when

he espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly, he sat down by him and the druggist questioned him of

his case. The singer told him what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop and brought him food and fed him. Then said he to him,

'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of wine, break in upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am

a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk will know thee and bespeak one another of thee; so shall

thou become known in the city and thine affairs will prosper.'.? ? ? ? ? For the uses of food I was fashioned and made; The hands of the noble me

wrought and inlaid..Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour

against Persistent, i 70..? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for the generous are true and

trusty still..When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the

headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and

[led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and

forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The world is upon me all desolate grown.

Alack, my long grief and forlornness! Who knows.Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain have been in his place; and when

he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with certain of his partisans and they said,

'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's brother cast about for the ruin of the

vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said to his wife, 'What deemest thou will

advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who inciteth my brother to devoutness with all

his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to him the governance of all things and

matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so thou wilt help me in that which I shall

say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it

artfully.'.35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE BRESLAU (TUNIS)EDITION OF

THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..They abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up

to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and gave him to drink and plied him with liquor, till he became

drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his head in her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing not mine

eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the
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river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces, which she

laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.23. Er Reshid and

the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.Now this servant was of the sons of the

kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had committed. Then he went and took service with King Bihkerd and there

happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man recognized him and went and told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting

his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he returned to his father, who came forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the

prince's affairs were set right with him..I fear to be seen in the air, ii. 255..? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer

that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.When Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of

tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and

groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its native country, too, is but a kind of stone; Cast out and thrown

upon the ways, it lies unvalued quite;.The old woman returned to the man and told him what the damsel said; and he lusted after her, by reason of

her beauty and her repentance; so he took her to wife, and when he went in to her, he loved her and she also loved him. On this wise they abode a

great while, till one day he questioned her of the cause of a mark (13) he espied on her body, and she said, 'I know nought thereof save that my

mother told me a marvellous thing concerning it.' 'What was that?' asked he, and she answered, 'She avouched that she gave birth to me one night

of the nights of the winter and despatched a hired man, who was with us, in quest of fire for her. He was absent a little while and presently

returning, took me and slit my belly and fled. When my mother saw this, affliction overcame her and compassion possessed her; so she sewed up

my belly and tended me till, by the ordinance of God (to whom belong might and majesty), the wound healed up.".It chanced one day that he fell in

upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that

country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.'

Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.'

Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth

repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and

returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand dinars, saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst

the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife]

ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the

palaces and peopleth the tombs..Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that they should feign an

occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and that none knew of it but

this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband with this and sought of

him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a device, lest any get wind of

him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire concerning the youth's case;

whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him and dispatched him to such a

place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and he knew not what he should

do..? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God willed

the accomplishment of His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the way.

The folk complained of them to the king, who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them,

whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried him to his

house, after they had laid hands upon the youth and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with

them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to

them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on this wise

of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance

of God, that he who hath smitten thee should be thy son.'.? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting

Him, that will my good deed be..As he and his father were thus engaged in talk, in came his mother and caught hold of him; and he said to her,

"God on thee, let me go my gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my son," answered she, "if it must be so

and there is no help for it, swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more than a year." And he swore to her. Then he entered his father's

treasuries and took therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of worth and light of carriage. Moreover, he bade his

servant Aamir saddle him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he rose from his couch and

mounting his horse, set out for Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he intended..Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the

market and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and

his eyes shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but

he spoke not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi
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answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up and went with

him to the market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till the morrow..Then she

took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she

went up to them and accosted them, saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and

talk with you and hear your singing.' So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their

odours and saying, 'I smell the scent of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one

[smelleth us] and presently she will take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as

it were a camel's neck, (247) and dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is

most great!' And they uncovered their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.'This is idle talk,' answered the cook.

'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the

covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the

cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep,

while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and

climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I

entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had

been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away]

lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger

brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned

unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..Craft, Women's, ii. 287.."There was once, of old time, a

king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the

merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and

grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is

handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to

me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the

man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..Then she changed the measure and

the mode and sang the following verses:.The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in

the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all

that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or

camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea.

Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the

king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by

his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found

them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So

he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left,

but found not the place where they were..157. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxlv.?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third

Old Man's Story viii.Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two

sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have it, they happened upon an island and her

husband came thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship cometh

from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into

the ship], fell to playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing

for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could

not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King

Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my

servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,'

answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest

thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his

uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts

pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,'

answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.(Conclusion)
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