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ANIMAL GYMNASTICS STARS
The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to me is

that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed myself

in making the present translation, comparing and collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and errors

that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of Sindbad

(Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the work..? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune

fair and life untroubled, clear..148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..20. Ali ben Bekkar and

Shemsennehar cliii.When the king returned from his journey, he questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered, 'All is

well, O king, save a vile matter, which I have discovered here and wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my peace thereof, I

fear lest other than I discover it and I [be deemed to] have played traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth

Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller, a trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught.' And the

vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, I will make plain to

thee that this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy

departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld her

sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which I saw and

heard.'.? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..Then he gave me the present and

letter and money for my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other

merchants and we sailed days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and

went up to the city, where I carried the letter and present to the king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him.

When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which

we behold thee once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an

exceeding joy; after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and

thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present

and the letter and he read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume,

the Arabic the page.Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.Therewithal Sindbad the Sailor bestowed largesse upon him and made him his boon-companion, and he

abode, leaving him not night or day, to the last of their lives. Praise be to God the Glorious, the Omnipotent, the Strong, the Exalted of estate,

Creator of heaven and earth and land and sea, to whom belongeth glorification! Amen. Amen. Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds! Amen..He

[seated himself on the divan and] leant upon a cushion, whilst she put out her hand to her veil and did it off. Then she put off her heavy outer

clothes and discovered her charms, whereupon he embraced her and kissed her and swived her; after which they washed and returned to their place

and he said to her, 'Know that I have little knowledge [of what goes on] in my house, for that I trust to my servant; so arise thou and see what the

boy hath made ready in the kitchen.' Accordingly, she arose and going down into the kitchen, saw cooking pots over the fire, wherein were all

manner of dainty meats, and manchet-bread and fresh almond-and-honey cakes. So she set bread on a dish and ladled out [what she would] from

the pots and brought it to him..So the prince's father and his uncle and his mother and the grandees of the realm repaired to his tomb and the

princess made lamentation over him, crying aloud. She abode by the tomb a whole month; then she let fetch painters and caused them limn her

portraiture and that of the king's son. Moreover, she set down in writing their story and that which had befallen them of perils and afflictions and

set it [together with the pictures], at the head of the tomb; and after a little, they departed from the place. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more

extraordinary, O king of the age, than the story of the fuller and his wife and the trooper and what passed between them.".The queen rejoiced in her

and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said

to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh

Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl

of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee

and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy

breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all

the Jinn.' (226).So they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted

them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is

come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and

saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which

Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El

Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were
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little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).'Twere fitter and better

my loves that I leave, i. 26..Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me her

dwelling-place. When I saw her make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I

to her, "Belike thou wilt seek us another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us water

therewith, so we may wash the flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving her my

clothes, entered the lavatory and washed..? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and

so towards thee fare..Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall,

whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the

Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.'

Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What

manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.Beard

of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words

angered him; so he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and

therein a vast deep pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit

to the throne of the kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth

of the pit and sit down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but

bore with patience that which betided him..The End..Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high she sat, her

charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..? ? ? ? ?

What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.150. The

Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.One day, there came a traveller and seeing the picture, said,

'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture and where was

he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the

king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I follow him,

and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and store of

riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the King of

Hind and he also heard of him..Then said the king, "How long wilt thou beguile us with thy prate, O youth? But now the hour of thy slaughter is

come." And he bade crucify him upon the gibbet. [So they carried him to the place of execution] and were about to hoist him up [upon the cross,]

when, behold, the captain of the thieves, who had found him and reared him, (141) came up at that moment and asked what was that assembly and

[the cause of] the crowds gathered there. They told him that a servant of the king had committed a great crime and that he was about to put him to

death. So the captain of the thieves pressed forward and looking upon the prisoner, knew him, whereupon he went up to him and embraced him and

clipped him and fell to kissing him upon his mouth. Then said he, "This is a boy whom I found under such a mountain, wrapped in a gown of

brocade, and I reared him and he fell to stopping the way with us. One day, we set upon a caravan, but they put us to flight and wounded some of

us and took the boy and went their way. From that day to this I have gone round about the lands in quest of him, but have not lighted on news of

him [till now;] and this is he.".The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young

merchant fair and said to him, "Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of

time." Then his rage got the better of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright

and slay myself; rather flame (271) than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and

on this wise he delivered himself from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the

trick aforesaid and who was the daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and

lived the most solaceful of lives, in all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..? ? ? ? ? So

shall we quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my pain, iii.

116..The folk took compassion on him and gave him to eat and drink and he abode with them awhile. Then he questioned them of the way that led

to the kingdom of his uncle Belehwan, but told them not that he was his uncle. So they taught him the way and he ceased not to go barefoot, till he

drew near his uncle's capital, and he naked and hungry, and indeed his body was wasted and his colour changed. He sat down at the gate of the city,

and presently up came a company of King Belehwan's chief officers, who were out a-hunting and wished to water their horses. So they lighted

down to rest and the youth accosted them, saying, 'I will ask you of somewhat, wherewith do ye acquaint me.' Quoth they, 'Ask what thou wilt.'

And he said, 'Is King Belehwan well?' They laughed at him and answered, 'What a fool art thou, O youth! Thou art a stranger and a beggar, and

what concern hast thou with the king's health?' Quoth he, 'Indeed, he is my uncle;' whereat they marvelled and said, 'It was one question (135) and

now it is become two.' Then said they to him, 'O youth, it is as thou wert mad. Whence pretendest thou to kinship with the king? Indeed, we know

not that he hath aught of kinsfolk, except a brother's son, who was prisoned with him, and he despatched him to wage war upon the infidels, so that
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they slew him.' 'I am he,' answered Melik Shah, 'and they slew me not, but there betided me this and that.'.There was once, of old days and in

bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality

and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es

Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that

he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection

and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like

the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had

gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment to mankind..When it was the eighth day, the viziers all

assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be

saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and

come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this

youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one

day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose

word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with

evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of

the folk may desist from him.".Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, ii. 204, 271..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou

knewst what I endure for love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him

and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him

little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the

service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to

the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she

used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not

speak..When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him,

he said to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O

puissant king, that.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.?OF TRUST IN GOD..Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning

morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a

barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his

session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".Moreover, he gave her a

complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of

her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who

was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops

and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my

mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen

and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!),"

answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the

sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord,"

asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by

reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By

Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".142. El Asmai and

the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where

hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him,

and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart

was comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding

pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay

down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he

bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not

my master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..? ? ? ? ?

And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my royal line..Queen Es Shubha rejoiced

in this with an exceeding delight and said, 'Well done! By Allah, there is none surpasseth thee.' Tuhfeh kissed the earth, then returned to her place

and improvised on the tuberose, saying:.So they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the
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king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy.

Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew

him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His

bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer,

"he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit

myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What

while the spies of severance (106) do watch me all the night?.Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his

ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have

assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for

him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?'

asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the

king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour

changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot

be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven

or hell I reck not if it be..When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection

and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him

and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to

be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he

heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard

the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a

mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this

pit.'.Now the four women who thus accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh

loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love. So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me

between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw

thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,' replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh

thanked her for this and said to her, 'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh

and this other is Queen Sherareh, and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her

and welcomed her and entreated her with the utmost honour..So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts!'

And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great pearls and rubies and broidered with precious

stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there

was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou hast

dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of

Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.Calcutta (1814-18) Text..The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the play,

and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and

procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?"

And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will

match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they

fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten

him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story

dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and longing; nought in answer can I say..? ? ? ? ?

c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewest that for love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought

down on me estrangement and dismay..? ? ? ? ? I make a vow to God, if ever day or night.A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and

much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of

window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and

they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is

she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His

Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show

us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the

contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the

signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when
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the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to

her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the

witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching

for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.'

When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell

to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?'

Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my

way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and

buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the

issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light

upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..When in the sitting-chamber we for

merry-making sate, iii. 135..I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for

his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of responsibility.'.Woman accused of Lewdness, The

Pious, ii. 5..48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.'There was once an old man renowned for roguery, and he went, he and his

mates, to one of the markets and stole thence a parcel of stuffs. Then they separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile after this, the old man

assembled a company of his fellows and one of them pulled out a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this piece of stuff in its

own market whence it was stolen, that we may confess his [pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they said, "Go, and God

the Most High prosper thee!".So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved

to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king

had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and

why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I

saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell

between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.Jaafer ben Yehya

and Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and

again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit

but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He

spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and

jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one

who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet

el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..As for Zubeideh, she went in to the Khalif and talked with him awhile;

then she fell to kissing him between the eyes and on his hand and asked him that which she had promised Sitt el Milah, saying, "O Commander of

the Faithful, I doubt me her lord is not found in this world; but, if she go about in quest of him and find him not, her hopes will be cut off and her

mind will be set at rest and she will sport and laugh; for that, what while she abideth in hope, she will never cease from her frowardness." And she

gave not over cajoling him till he gave Sitt el Milah leave to go forth and make search for her lord a month's space and ordered her an eunuch to

attend her and bade the paymaster [of the household] give her all she needed, were it a thousand dirhems a day or more. So the Lady Zubeideh

arose and returning to her palace, sent for Sitt el Milah and acquainted her with that which had passed [between herself and the Khalif]; whereupon

she kissed her hand and thanked her and called down blessings on her..?STORY OF THE RICH MAN AND HIS WASTEFUL SON..A certain

singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of

the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she

answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire

of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger

brought her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready

for an] entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..'It is told of a certain doughty thief,

that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee

from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and

this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is

with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and

take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go."

But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre

cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal..?STORY OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER..? ? ? ? ? a. The First
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Calender's Story xxxvii.? ? ? ? ? For whom is thy departure even as a father's loss! To fly or creep, like nestlings, alone, they strive in vain..A fair

one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii. 10..?THE SEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.So

he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my

mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the

Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said,

"Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and

forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and

bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a

gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in

all manner ways.".Then came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife,

come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi

sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in

good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The

cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case."

So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the

reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it

one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence

to him and for fear of him.".95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF PATIENCE..On like wise, O

king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall me and my speech to the king

shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with these viziers, for all their

eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give me the victory over

them.".? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses

kindness entail..When she had made an end of her song, she wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and

said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat, so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and

sang the following verses:.They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came

flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..When the morning morrowed, he recited the following verses:.Sixteenth

Officer's Story, The, ii. 193..? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..My

secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Some with religion

themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53) they weep for the pains of hell and still for mercy bawl!.'There was once, of old

time, a hawk who made himself a nest hard by that of a locust, and the latter gloried in his neighbourhood and betaking herself to him, saluted him

and said, "O my lord and chief of the birds, indeed the nearness unto thee delighteth me and thou honourest me with thy neighbourhood and my

soul is fortified with thee." The hawk thanked her for this and there ensued friendship between them. One day, the locust said to the hawk, "O chief

of the birds, how cometh it that I see thee alone, solitary, having with thee no friend of thy kind of the birds, to whom thou mayst incline in time of

easance and of whom thou mayst seek succour in time of stress? Indeed, it is said, 'Man goeth about seeking the ease of his body and the

preservation of his strength, and in this there is nought more necessary to him than a friend who shall be the completion of his gladness and the

mainstay of his life and on whom shall be his dependence in his stress and in his ease.' Now I, albeit I ardently desire thy weal in that which

beseemeth thy condition, yet am I weak [and unable] unto that which the soul craveth; but, if thou wilt give me leave, I will seek out for thee one of

the birds who shall be conformable unto thee in thy body and thy strength." And the hawk said, "I commit this to thee and rely upon thee therein.".?

? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of

the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He

was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was

just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved

to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among

women are those who are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword

and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the

Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one

of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'.It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that

was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting

them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave

the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends, who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who

animal-gymnastics-stars.pdf

Page 6/10



Animal Gymnastics Stars

was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about

to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that he had left with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It

is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the merchant said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied

the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied

about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also] disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high

and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed between them..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xlii.When came the time [of the

accomplishment] of the foreordered fate and the fortune graven on the forehead and there abode for the boy but ten days till the seven years should

be complete, there came to the mountain hunters hunting wild beasts and seeing a lion, gave chase to him. He fled from them and seeking refuge in

the mountain, fell into the pit in its midst. The nurse saw him forthright and fled from him into one of the closets; whereupon the lion made for the

boy and seizing upon him, tore his shoulder, after which he sought the closet wherein was the nurse and falling upon her, devoured her, whilst the

boy abode cast down in a swoon. Meanwhile, when the hunters saw that the lion had fallen into the pit, they came to the mouth thereof and heard

the shrieking of the boy and the woman; and after awhile the cries ceased, whereby they knew that the lion had made an end of them..Accordingly,

the servant carried this message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and he said, "This is reasonable." Then said

[the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was his friend [and it was he whose name he

had forged as the drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to the assessor, who, when he saw him, said

to him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she cometh to thee, demand of her the contract

and take it from her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie and screen me, for that she is a strange

woman and I am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most High to screen us and you from the

trouble of this world. Amen.".(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his boon-companion and entertained him by night [with stories and the like];

and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me a separate lodging;

brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be parted from me a single hour. So I abode with him a while of time and every

night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise [and

betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my service for that of another than I and hold not aloof from my presence." And I

made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii.

117..45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the

damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his

throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a

light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the

palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..Presently, the vizier

heard of the merchant's coming; so he sent to him and let bring him to his house and talked with him awhile of his travels and of that which he had

abidden therein, and the merchant answered him thereof. Then said the vizier, 'I will put certain questions to thee, which if thou answer me, it will

be well [for thee].' And the merchant rose and made him no answer. Quoth the vizier, 'What is the weight of the elephant?' The merchant was

perplexed and returned him no answer and gave himself up for lost. Then said he, 'Grant me three days' time.' So the vizier granted him the delay

he sought and he returned to his lodging and related what had passed to the old woman, who said, 'When the morrow cometh, go to the vizier and

say to him, "Make a ship and launch it on the sea and put in it an elephant, and when it sinketh in the water, [under the beast's weight], mark the

place to which the water riseth. Then take out the elephant and cast in stones in its place, till the ship sink to the mark aforesaid; whereupon do thou

take out the stones and weigh them and thou wilt know the weight of the elephant"'.The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third

Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband sift Dust dlxxxii.163. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman

dccccxl.56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli
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