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? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod

earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned

and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling the gloom that whiles it wore..On the fourth day, all the troops and the people of the realm assembled

together to the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they entered and paid her the service of

the kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they consented and paid him homage;

after which they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye soldiers and subjects, ye

know that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented unto your wishes concerning my investment [with the

royal dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself and donned man's apparel, so haply my case

might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother, and it is no longer lawful to me that I be king

and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for women, whenas men are present. Wherefore, if it like you, do ye

set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of God the Most High and thanksgiving [to

Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye will.'.A certain assessor was one day

taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door.

The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an

one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth

my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and

the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and

come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter,

he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as

witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an

excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant

of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the

Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with

him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he

who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those

who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had

invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain

man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need

of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him

what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time],

more or less..? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..One of the

good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and

gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so

much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed

his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his

cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a

quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny

entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode

perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon

everything in the shop..Now she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so, when the

inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion and found the coffer, with the key in the lock. So he opened it and finding it full of

jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are not found save with kings and sultans, took it, and me with it, and

ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment till I confessed to them the whole affair from beginning to end, whereupon they

carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed between me and her; and he said to me, "O man, depart from this city, for I acquit thee

for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing thyself to death." So I arose forthright and

departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from

my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the right..? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and

body-worn is he..To return to his wife and her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her with break of
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day, she forebode all manner of calamity and straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they happened not

on any trace of him neither fell in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept and groaned and

sighed and blamed perfidious fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..153.

Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia iccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.King Bihkerd, Story of, i.

121..Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80..106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes

ccccxix.Now the singer had entered and the druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and

opened to her husband, who came in, in a state of bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in

himself, 'The house [of which the singer spoke] is one which resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to

his shop; whereupon the singer came forth of the chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed

down the scale for her. (196) Then they ate and drank and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him

money, for that she found his weaving good, (197) and made him promise to come to her on the morrow..91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in Love

by Report ccccii.The fuller gave not over sleeping till sunrise, when he awoke and finding himself in this plight, misdoubted of his affair and

imagined that he was a Turk and abode putting one foot forward and drawing the other back. Then said he in himself, 'I will go to my dwelling, and

if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if she know me not, I am a Turk.' So he betook himself to his house; but when the artful

baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in his face, saying, 'Whither away, O trooper? Wilt thou break into the house of Ahmed the fuller, and he a

man of repute, having a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of high standing with the Sultan? An thou depart not, I will acquaint my husband and he will

requite thee thy deed.'.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in

vain!.Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but

dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but

she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman

swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and told her

that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered,

saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not

credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old

woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will

show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the

will of God the Most High.'.As stated In the Prefatory Note to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of which

three are more or less complete) exist of the Arabic text of the original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis)

and Calcutta (1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in the

Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and I have, therefore, given but one Table of

Contents for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles

them in containing the full number (a thousand and one) of Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a fragment, comprising only the first

two hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate Tale..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba rejoiced and all who were present rejoiced also

and admired her speech and fell to kissing her; and when she had made an end of her song, Queen Kemeriyeh said to her, 'O my sister, ere thou go

to thy palace, I would fain bring thee to look upon El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, whom El Anca, daughter of the wind, carried off, and her

beauty; for that there is not her match on the face of the earth.' And Queen Es Shuhba said, 'O Kemeriyeh, I [also] have a mind to see her.' Quoth

Kemeriyeh, 'I saw her three years agone; but my sister Wekhimeh seeth her at all times, for that she is near unto her, and she saith that there is not

in the world a fairer than she. Indeed, this Queen El Anca is become a byword for loveliness and proverbs are made upon her beauty and grace'

And Wekhimeh said, 'By the mighty inscription [on the seal-ring of Solomon], there is not her like in the world!' Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'If it

needs must be and the affair is as ye say, I will take Tuhfeh and go with her [to El Anca], so she may see her.'.? ? ? ? ? Thy letter reached me; when

the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing

and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this

trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep

money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was

spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste

to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence,

alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie

withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made

him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman

betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this
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[fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so,

if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King

Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have

it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she

said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they

repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..So the youth

obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer,

'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence

of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went

about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?'

And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him

of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed

him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this

fellow?'.? ? ? ? ? If they could hearken to Azzeh's speech, as I, I hearken to it, They straight would humble themselves to her and prone before her

fall..Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man, The, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother

cliv.Picture, The Prince who fell in love with the, i. 256..The Sixteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by your absence is

the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF KING AZADBEKHT AND HIS

SON. (94).Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.To return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left him, he was desolated for him with an

exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and the prince returned not], the king

caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the end of

three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops,

and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat

to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a

day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till the country

was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and jewels..16. The Fox and the Crow cl.? ? ? ?

? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..When Er Razi heard this, he said,

'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at

him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had

collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been

prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten

and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the

money.'.? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have I brought in curtained litters dight..As for King El Aziz, he

lived after this seven years and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High; whereupon his son El Abbas carried him forth to burial on such

wise as beseemeth unto kings and let make recitations and readings of the Koran, in whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept up the mourning for

his father a full-told month, at the end of which time he sat down on the throne of the kingship and judged and did justice and distributed silver and

gold. Moreover, he loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished grievances and customs dues and did the oppressed justice of the oppressor;

wherefore the people prayed for him and loved him and invoked on him endurance of glory and kingship and length of continuance [on life] and

eternity of prosperity and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted to him and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there came to him

presents from all the lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his troops and his grandees, and his subjects lived with him the most easeful and

prosperous of lives..? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.57.

Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..'There was once, of old time, a hawk who

made himself a nest hard by that of a locust, and the latter gloried in his neighbourhood and betaking herself to him, saluted him and said, "O my

lord and chief of the birds, indeed the nearness unto thee delighteth me and thou honourest me with thy neighbourhood and my soul is fortified

with thee." The hawk thanked her for this and there ensued friendship between them. One day, the locust said to the hawk, "O chief of the birds,

how cometh it that I see thee alone, solitary, having with thee no friend of thy kind of the birds, to whom thou mayst incline in time of easance and

of whom thou mayst seek succour in time of stress? Indeed, it is said, 'Man goeth about seeking the ease of his body and the preservation of his

strength, and in this there is nought more necessary to him than a friend who shall be the completion of his gladness and the mainstay of his life and

on whom shall be his dependence in his stress and in his ease.' Now I, albeit I ardently desire thy weal in that which beseemeth thy condition, yet

am I weak [and unable] unto that which the soul craveth; but, if thou wilt give me leave, I will seek out for thee one of the birds who shall be

conformable unto thee in thy body and thy strength." And the hawk said, "I commit this to thee and rely upon thee therein.".?THE ELEVENTH
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OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was

aye..Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both

stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till

she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with

talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two

bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine

other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her;

(40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.[Then they all flew off in haste and]

lighting down in the place where were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of

plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath

outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying

"All that they said and did (239) was false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and

contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming

upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of

defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind

of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against

him; and look thou not to other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy

sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than [that of] any.'.When his sister Selma heard what he said, she could no longer contain herself,

but cast herself upon him and discovered to him her case. When he knew her, he threw himself upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which

he came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then they complained to each other of that which they had suffered

for the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife abode wondered at this and Selma's patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and

thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O my lady, all that we are in of gladness is of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath

vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode all three in joy and happiness and delight three days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad

in the city that the king had found his brother, who was lost years agone..? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth

all those that behold..Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I

will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant,

told me the following story. Quoth he,.? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate

their drought..When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel

Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places

and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding

gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to

meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and

[burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the

flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd

and the Thief dcxxxii.? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.? ? ? ? ? a. The

Cat and the Mouse dcix.? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..? ? ? ? ? f.

The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.NOTE..All this while Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh!

Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will

have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn and

taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship

and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!' When

Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst

outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and

offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost

with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life! Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this

bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee,

O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee

of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is

doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no regard for thy life?'.? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades

kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you
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greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in

his camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of honour upon Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or

small, freeman or slave, should tarry behind. So they did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp.

When they met him, they all dismounted from their horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the

coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of their enemy, to the camp, where tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed

and beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread; and on this wise they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of

life..Therewithal the cook equipped his brother and freighting him a ship, embarked therein merchandise. Then he committed Selim unto him and

they set out and departed with the ship. God decreed them safety, so that they arrived [in due course] at the first city [of the land of Hind], the

which is known as El Mensoureh, and cast anchor there. Now the king of that city had died, leaving a daughter and a widow, who was the

quickest-witted of women and gave out that the girl was a boy, so that the kingship might be stablished unto them. The troops and the amirs

doubted not but that the case was as she avouched and that the princess was a male child; so they obeyed her and the queen mother took order for

the matter and used to dress the girl in man's apparel and seat her on the throne of the kingship, so that the folk might see her. Accordingly, the

grandees of the kingdom and the chief officers of the realm used to go in to her and salute her and do her service and go away, nothing doubting but

she was a boy..Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, iii. 46..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..Accordingly,

the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage communicating with his mistress's house. When he had

accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he went out to go to the trooper's house, but turned back by

the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of thee.' So the dolt of a fuller went out and made for the

trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat down beside her lover. Presently, the fuller entered

and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the case. (230) Then doubt betided him and he returned

in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and donning her wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him

and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with them?' Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of

my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her, and there is nought to distinguish between us but

our clothes? Go back to her.'."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?"

"By Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not

consent to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I

drink not, I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have

made myself known to thee and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".ER RESHID AND THE

BARMECIDES. (152).King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95..When the Baghdadis saw this

succour that had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the

spoils [of the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he

foregathered with the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter

dismounted from his charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon

us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this

place I took horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I

am a stranger in the land.".The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily,

that which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of

Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to wakefulness a

prey..47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89..109. The Woman

who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.It is said that En Numan (169) had two boon-companions, one of whom was called

Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them alive; so they buried them. When he arose on

the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a monument and appointed to himself a day of

ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood he washed the monument aforesaid, the

which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..The young man marvelled at his story and lay the

night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what

he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom

and wealth and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost

and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".? ? ? ? ? Woe's me for one who burns for love and longing pain! Alas for the regrets my

heart that rend and tear!.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man wept for her

weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after which

she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In
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despair for the loss of the loved one am I..When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest

hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me

upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the following verses:.Third Officer's Story, The, ii.

137..'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of Meimoun, who

bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit,

'Return whence thou comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and make her serve

Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind of this world

and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When

the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and

thou one of her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with

these words?' Then, he bade those who were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and

told her that which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his

nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope

and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there

is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.'

'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we]

fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard

this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat

him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dccccxxi.? ? ? ? ? I am a man in whom

good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds of every upright man should with his speech agree..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises

dcxxxiv.Now this letter was written with ultramarine upon the skin of the hog-deer, the which is goodlier than parchment or paper and inclineth

unto yellow, and was to the following effect: 'From the King of Hind, before whom are a thousand elephants and on the battlements of his palace a

thousand jewels, [to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, greeting]. To proceed: (209) we send thee some small matter of presents, which do thou accept

and be to us as a brother and a friend, for that the love of thee aboundeth in our heart and we would have thee to know that we look to thee for an

answer. Indeed, we are sharers with thee in love and fear, ceasing (210) never to do thee honour; and for a beginning, we send thee the Book of the

Quintessence of Balms and a present after the measure of that which is fallen to our lot. Indeed, this is unworthy of thy rank, but we beseech thee,

O brother, to favour us by accepting it, and peace be on thee!'.? ? ? ? ? v. The House with the Belvedere dxcviii.Now there was a ruined building

hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till his feet betrayed

him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he had overmastered

his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he made light of the

folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of understanding and he

imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than

the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".Precipitation, Of the Ill Effects of, i. 98.There was once

a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he

ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in

another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in

oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and

said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I

may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the

folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth I,"for thy grace!

Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and

his wife stayed not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented

themselves to him, he entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So he gave

him a great army and wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out for his

own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city and sat

down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to the

mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found him..Therewithal Noureddin's life was

troubled; so he arose and donned his clothes, and his host said, "Whither away this night, O my lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my

lodging, and to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful and demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning,"

said the other, "and go not forth at the like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs must I go;" and the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of
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God." So Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the mastery of him, wherefore he threw himself down on [a bench before one of] the

shops. Now the watch were at that hour making their round and they smelt the sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they

made for it and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense or motion. They poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried

him to the house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him of his affair. "O my lord," answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and

have been with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house and drunkenness overcame me.".Now it chanced that a camel-driver, belonging

to Kisra the king, lost certain camels and the king threatened him, if he found them not, that he would slay him. So he set out and plunged into the

deserts till he came to the place where the damsel was and seeing her standing praying, waited till she had made an end of her prayer, when he went

up to her and saluted her, saying, 'Who art thou?' Quoth she, 'I am a handmaid of God.' 'What dost thou in this desolate place?' asked he, and she

said, 'I serve God the Most High.' When he saw her beauty and grace, he said to her, 'Harkye! Do thou take me to husband and I will be tenderly

solicitous over thee and use thee with exceeding compassion and I will further thee in obedience to God the Most High.' But she answered, saying,

'I have no need of marriage and I desire to abide here [alone] with my Lord and His service; but, if thou wouldst deal compassionately with me and

further me in the obedience of God the Most High, carry me to a place where there is water and thou wilt have done me a kindness.'.? ? ? ? ? Our

Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..King

Dadbin and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..To return to the king's daughter of whom the prince went in quest and on whose account he was slain. She

had been used to look out from the top of her palace and gaze on the youth and on his beauty and grace; so she said to her slave-girl one day,

'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were encamped beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They were the troops of the youth, the king's son of

the Persians, who came to demand thee in marriage, and wearied himself on thine account, but thou hadst no compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!'

cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then she sought an audience of the king her father

and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest of him, even as he came in quest of me; else should I not do him justice.'.As they were thus in the

enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold, there came a

knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's eunuchs at the door.

When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth thee and requireth of

thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her." And they said,

"Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she was no longer

at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene in the

sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they hearkened

not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.Son,

The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer

and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the

casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away

from him..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..All this, O my brother,' continued the merchant, 'befell

because the locust had no knowledge of the secret essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O my brother, (may God requite thee with

good!) thou wast subtle in device and usedst precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and fortune fore-ordained baffleth contrivance.

How excellent is the saying of the poet! And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.The two girls let me down from

fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story xxvii.When the evening

evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised

story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? b. The Singer and the Druggist dccclxxxviii.When the Khalif heard

this, he said, "By Allah, O Jerir, Omar possesseth but a hundred dirhems." (66) [And he cried out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to

him." Moreover, he gave him the ornaments of his sword; and Jerir went forth to the [other] poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67)

And he answered, "A man who giveth to the poor and denieth the poets, and I am well-pleased with him." (68).25. The City of Brass

cccclxxxvii.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR.
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