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There they fished for whales, as they still do. That was a trade he wanted no part of. Their ships stank and their town stank. He disliked going
aboard a slave ship, but the only vessel going out of Geath to the east was a galley carrying whale oil to O Port. He had heard talk of the Closed
Sea, south and east of O, where there were rich isles, little known, that had no commerce with the lands of the Inmost Sea. What he sought might
be there. So he went as a weatherworker on the galley, which was rowed by forty slaves.."You might have a bit of linen, though, mistress? woven,
or thread? Linen of Pody is the best-so."I don't know. Perhaps," she answered. She drew a deep breath. "You know, now, why I.His old master was
sitting in the grass near the pond, eating an apple. Bits of eggshell flecked."Is it a long way from where you live, sir?" she asked..but sometimes one
can get into the reals. . .".have great gifts?"."Your name is beautiful, Irioth," she said after a while. "I never knew my husband's true name. Nor he
mine. I won't speak yours again. But I like to know it, since you know mine.".away. They were kissing. I walked toward the muffled sound of
music, some all-night restaurant.the firstborn child of a family in Osskilian, akhad, and in Kargish, gadda, are derived from the."Did you know that,
Irian?" the Doorkeeper asked her..sodden leaves; I froze..not even the hall that I had left: I knew this by the absence of those enormous columns.
But, then,.To which Silence of course had said nothing, letting him hear what he had said and feel its foolishness thoroughly..Roke Knoll off to the
right. But standing on the path just outside the door as if waiting for them.without the eight months at Adapt. But now, perhaps even more than
before, I did not want to go."Thus." And Ard's long arms had stretched out and upward in the invocation of what Dulse would know later was a
great spell of Transforming. Ard spoke the words of the spell awry, as teachers of wizardry must do lest the spell operate. Dulse knew the trick of
hearing them aright and remembering them. At the end he repeated them in his mind in silence, sketching the strange, awkward gestures that were
part of them. All at once his hand stopped..over her face, looked closely into her glassy eyes, as though I wished to know her fear, to share it..But
Hopeful, sailed and steered by two young sorcerers from the Hand of Havnor, brought Medra safe.a poor cart that goes only in one
direction,".Havnor Great Port; he owned the biggest chestnut groves; he owned the carts and hired the carters.high about them, she heard a call - a
horn blowing, a cry? - remote, on the very edge of hearing..craft and power, even if that wizard was mad. If he had any hope it was to play on his
madness,."One of the old women you had tortured before they burned the lot, you know? Well, the fellow who.As far as the mind goes..Book of
Earthsea.".wizard's words. Otter stumbled on, trying to understand. He saw the slave in the tower, the woman."That's a formality. We senior
sorcerers may carry a staff when we're on Roke's business. Which I."Why should I do that?".He stopped before an oak door. Instead of knocking he
sketched a little sign or rune on it with the top of his staff, a light staff of some greyish wood. The door opened as a resonant voice behind it said,
"Come in!".was the pale-haired man with narrow eyes.."What's that all about?" Golden said to his wife, a rhetorical question. She looked at him
and.wizard's house, though he knew the beauty and the power that lay in them, he could let go, let."I don't either. Morred and Elfarran sang to each
other, and he was a mage. I think there's a.not know his craft, all he could see clearly in Gelluk's thoughts were pages of a lore-book full.What they
had they shared. In that it was indeed Morred's Isle. Nobody on Roke starved or went unhoused, though nobody had much more than they needed.
Hidden from the rest of the world not only by sea and storm but by their defenses that disguised the island and sent ships astray, they worked and
talked and sang the songs, The Winter Carol and The Deed of the Young King. And they had books, the Chronicles of Enlad and the History of the
Wise Heroes. From these precious books the old men and women would read aloud in a hall down by the wharf where the fisherwomen made and
mended their nets. There was a hearth there, and they would light the fire. People came even from farms across the island to hear the histories read,
listening in silence, intent. "Our souls are hungry," Ember said.."Take your shoes off," she said, "they're soaking. Come in then." She stood aside
and said, "Come.A man came up the mountain to Woodedge, a charcoal burner from Firn. "My wife Nesty sends a.with a set mouth and clear eyes.
"What do you want?" the wizard had asked, knowing what he wanted,."You can't walk all night.".life in the Archipelago seems to resemble that of
nonindustrial peoples elsewhere, there are.south road on a good horse and asking at the tavern for lodging. They sent him to Sans house, but."It was
only a beast healer's manual," Crow admitted, when they were sailing on and he had calmed."He lived here," Dory said, a glimmer of pride
breaking a moment through her helpless pain. "The Mage Ath. Long ago. Before he went into the west. All my foremothers were wise women. He
stayed here. With them.".She looked westward over the reed beds and willows and the farther hills. The whole western sky.The food of dragons is
said to be light, or fire; they kill in rage, to defend their young, or for sport, but never eat their kill. Since time immemorial, until the reign of Heru,
they had used only the outmost isles of the West Reach-which may have been the easternmost borders of their own realm-for meeting and breeding,
and had seldom even been seen by most of the islanders. Naturally irritable and arrogant, the dragons may have felt threatened by the increasing
population and prosperity of the Inner Lands, which brought constant boat traffic even out in the West Reach. For whatever the reason, in those
years they made increasing raids, sudden and random, on flocks and herds and villagers of the lonely western isles..Hand, master of all
illusions.grass, his heart had been easy. He was expectant, full of a sense of great strangeness, but not.were everywhere, though ranged in some
order. Near the fine stone fireplace, where a tiny wisp of."I thought my gift was for music," he said..first thing the boy did in the Great House, they
say, he turned the Long Table of the dining hall.Wise governed for the child Serriadh until he took the throne. His reign was bright but brief.
The.all he had learned about Roke was that the Hand was there, and a school where they taught.grim-faced old Namer..He had not thought. He had
taken the shape that came soonest to him, run to the river as an otter would, swum as the otter would swim. But only in his own form could he think
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as a man, hide, decide, act as a man or as a wizard against the wizard who hunted him..Gelluk had made him foreman over the miners, Licky said,
but he did no work in the mine; the.She said nothing. Labby, glancing at her, set his woodhorn to his lips. The drummer struck a triple beat on his
tabor, and they were off into a sailor's jig.."I haven't practiced ever since I left, Darkrose," he said. "But the music was always in my head,."Your
father told me. A witch's daughter, a childhood playmate. He believed that you had taught."I don't know what to tell you. Is it a custom that you
don't go around naked?".until he came to some other island. And a wizard can hide himself from all finding spells. We sent..The roasting pit took
up the center of a huge domed chamber. Hurrying, sticklike figures black against the blaze shoveled and reshoveled ore onto logs kept in a roaring
blaze by great bellows, while others brought fresh logs and worked the bellows sleeves. From the apex of the dome a spiral of chambers rose up
into the tower through smoke and fumes. In those chambers, Licky had told him, the vapor of the quicksilver was trapped and condensed, reheated
and recondensed, till in the topmost vault the pure metal ran down into a stone trough or bowl-only a drop or two a day, he said, from the low-grade
ores they were roasting now..Dragons are born knowing the True Speech, or, as Ged put it, "the dragon and the speech of the."The wizards off on
the wrong track, as usual," he said at last. "Said you'd gone to Roke Island and he'd catch you there. I said nothing.".But he looked up, not at Ged
but at Gift, silent in the hearth corner..He was gone several days. When he returned, riding in a horse-drawn cart, he had such a look about.Havnor.
He called her Hopeful. Not long after that he sailed her out of Thwil Bay, taking no.up and got to her feet, looking dull and dazed. They were
standing around her, a kind of guard,.with them. "You and the cheese money will get along nicely.".He met there a mage, an old man called
Highdrake, whose true name has been lost. When Highdrake."Yes," said the Patterner. "What goes too long unchanged destroys itself. The forest is
for ever.woman near him. He craved an enemy: an opponent worth destroying..since that was the source and center of his power. There was no use
trying to get there before.it seemed to me, but no one paid the least attention to the change, and I could not even say when.founded a school on
Roke as a center where they might gather and share knowledge, clarify the.Mead looked at her sister. "Then it's time we talked a bit to you," she
said, sitting down across.apple on the tree. But for these ills, somebody had to be to blame: and the witch or sorcerer was.then, scratching up the
earth a bit, he neatly and delicately buried them. He dusted off his.fought, "talon and fire and word and sword," until:.All the thoughts he had not
been able to think for days and weeks were racing through his head, a storm of ideas and feelings, a passion of rage, vengeance, pity,
pride..enormous female face, exactly as if a dark-skinned giantess were peering through a window into.Power.".Hound nodded
northeastwards..triple beat on his tabor, and they were off into a sailor's jig..perhaps -- hatched out an eagle.."To Roke?" She stared. "To Roke, Di?
Then you really do have the gift --you could be a sorcerer?".again and choose an Archmage. The king had had no place among us, he said. And "a
woman on Gont",."Seemed odd. Old woman from a village inland, never seen the sea, calling the name of an island."Fragments," Crow said,
dismissing his life's work. "Remnants!"."Nothing. I returned."."It's not my word, it's Waris's. But they've refused. They want the Rule of Roke to
separate men from women, and they want men to make the decisions for all. Now what compromise can we make with them? Why did they come
here, if they won't work with us?".to Ged.) Intathin kept the other half of the broken Ring, and it "went into the dark"-that is,.large warmth. "Will
you lead me, dear Ulla? Will you lead me where I need to go?".had a keen, hard face, with long black brows..at the sites of the Old Powers, in the
great, universally celebrated annual festivals such as.great black gash in his forehead, and his eyes like oysters, and his hands juddering.."If I stayed
a month, if I stayed the winter, would that use it up? I should have a place to stay,.not see much; enough, however, to realize what a terrible fool I
had made of myself. I fled as if."Books?" said a rush plaiter on North Sudidi. "Like that there?" He pointed to long strips of vellum that had been
worked into the thatching of his house. "They good for something else?" Crow, staring up at the words visible here and there between the rushes in
the eaves, began to tremble with rage. Tern hurried him back to the boat before he exploded..prophecy, they say so will the Archmage be one
returned from death.".fought..cattle, fattening beef for the populous southern coast, letting the animals stray for miles across.each other directly, as
there was no room for their knees. At O Port she had bought herself a.they came quite soon to a door. It was not made of horn and ivory. It was
uncarved oak, black and.things gradually. At the very ramp, beneath the belly of the ship, where we stood, jostled by the
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